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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES ITALIAN DEPUTY FM ALFREDO MANTICA

Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev today received Italian Deputy Foreign Minister, Senator Alfredo Mantica. 
Alfredo Mantica conveyed Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi`s greetings to the Azerbaijani leader. He described the meeting President Aliyev had with Premier Berslusconi during his Italy visit as very fruitful, saying “the talks greatly contributed to strengthening relations between the two countries.” 
Both President Ilham Aliyev and Italian Deputy FM Alfredo Mantica said the Azerbaijan-Italy relations are developing in various fields, especially in political and economic ones, and expressed confidence they will further expand. 
President Ilham Aliyev asked the Italian Deputy FM to extend his greetings to the Italian Prime Minister.

 PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES UN RESIDENT COORDINATOR IN AZERBAIJAN BRUNO POUEZAT

Baku, March 5 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received here today UN Resident Coordinator, UNDP Resident Representative in Azerbaijan Bruno Pouezat and his accompanying delegation. 
The Head of State stressed that Azerbaijan-UN cooperation is developing successfully. He expressed hope that partnership relations between the UN and Azerbaijan will be continued in the future. 
Bruno Pouezat noted he highly assessed the report submitted by Azerbaijan to the UN Human Rights Commission, describing it as the result of the sustainable development. 
During the meeting, the sides shared their ideas on the prospects for the Azerbaijan-UN cooperation

AZERBAIJAN DIPLOMATIC ACADEMY, ITALIAN TRENTO UNIVERSITY SIGN MOU 

Baku, March 3 (AzerTAc). Rector of Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Hafiz Pashayev and Program Director of Italian Trento University Ton Notermans signed a Memorandum of Understanding. 
The 3-year MoU envisages conducting exchange of professors and undergraduates as well as joint research projects. 
Notermans said Italy is paying great importance to cooperation with Azerbaijan. 

2. Economy & Energy
AZERBAIJAN MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND ENERGY MEETS ITALIAN DEPUTY FM

Baku, March 3 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan Minister of Industry and Energy Natig Aliyev met today Italian Deputy Foreign Minister, Senator Alfredo Mantica. 
They discussed ways of boosting cooperation in power industry and prospects for launching joint projects. 
Aliyev said Azerbaijan will further support Italian companies` involvement in oil and gas projects in his country. The Azeri Minister said the country plans to deliver its gas to Europe, including Greece and Italy “since it was decided to develop the second stage of Shahdeniz project”. “We are conducting intensive negotiations with the Turkish government on realization of the project” he added. 
Mantica, in turn, expressed his country`s will to import Azerbaijan`s gas. 
He stressed the Italian government highly praises the outcomes of negotiations with President Ilham Aliyev during his visit to Rome. 
Mantica said negotiations are underway between Italy and Turkey to ensure the soonest start of transportation of Azerbaijan`s gas. 
He also offered to hold a relevant meeting in Baku with participation of Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi and his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

‘THE UNITED STATES WANTS AZERBAIJAN TO CONTINUE TO DEVELOP AS AN INDEPENDENT, PROSPEROUS AND DEMOCRATIC COUNTRY’

Baku, March 4 (AzerTAc). The United States wants Azerbaijan to continue to develop as an independent, prosperous and democratic country, U.S. Ambassador to Baku Ann Derse said Wednesday during a meeting with the Caspian Integration Business Club (CEIBC). 
The Ambassador noted her country supports “the development of Azerbaijan as a powerful regional leader.” 
Anne Derse also touched upon economic relations between Azerbaijan and the United States. 
She underscored a strong U.S.-Azerbaijan partnership is now more important than ever. 
According to the Ambassador, Azerbaijan`s possible WTO membership would contribute to developing the country`s non-oil sector. 
During the meeting, Ann Derse was selected an honored member of CEIBC. 

Culture

AZERBAIJAN`S CULTURE AND TOURISM MINISTER VISITS CUBA 

Baku, March 4 (AzerTAc). Culture and Tourism Minister of Azerbaijan Abulfas Garayev visited Cuba from February 25 to March 1. 
As part of the visit, the Minister met with the country`s Deputy Prime Minister Ricardo Cabrisas Ruiz, Foreign Trade Minister Raul de la Nuez, Tourism Minister Manuel Marrero, President of the Chamber of Commerce Raul Becerra, Deputy Minister of Foreign Investment and Economic Cooperation Ricardo Guerrero and others. 
The talks focused on the current state of and prospects for bilateral cooperation. 
The two country`s officials also signed an agreement on “Cooperation between the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Cuba”. 
They also agreed to hold the next meeting of Azerbaijan-Cuba Intergovernmental Commission in May in Baku. 

Sport
MARCH 5 - PHYSICAL CULTURE AND SPORT DAY IN AZERBAIJAN 

Baku, March 5 (AzerTAc). More than 1000 Azerbaijani athletes representing different kinds of sport, including taekwondo, checkers, chess, judo, arm wrestling, boxing, karate, wushu, capoeira and wrestling have gathered at the National Park to show off their skills on the occasion of Physical Culture and Sport Day in the country. 
The event was watched by Minister of Youth and Sport Azad Rahimov and head of Sabail government Sahib Alakbarov. 
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