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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES U.S. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR EURASIAN ENERGY RICHARD MORNINGSTAR 

Baku, June 1 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has received today U.S. Special Envoy for Eurasian Energy Richard Morningstar and his accompanying delegation. 
Richard Morningstar remembered his meeting with national leader Heydar Aliyev when he visited Azerbaijan to attend a groundbreaking ceremony for the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline. 
He pointed out BTC has regional and global importance. 
Richard Morningstar handed over a letter from U.S. President Barack Obama to the Azerbaijani leader. 
President Ilham Aliyev called the construction of BTC “great accomplishment”. 
The President noted that other energy projects that Azerbaijan is the initiator and participant of would contribute to expanding international energy cooperation. 
The Head of State expressed confidence joint cooperation between the two countries would continue. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES PRINCE ANDREW, DUKE OF YORK

Baku, June 2 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received the Prince Andrew, Duke of York. 
During the meeting, they stressed relations between Azerbaijan and Great Britain were developing successfully in economic and energy fields. 
They expressed confidence the 16th Oil and Gas exhibition and conference would contribute to expanding international energy cooperation.

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN RECEIVES SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 

Baku, 3 June (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received Foreign Minister of Syria Walid al Muallem and his accompanying delegation. 
The Head of State described the Syrian delegation`s current visit to Baku and meetings held here “as an indicator of good relations”. 
According to the President, opening of Azerbaijan`s embassy in Syria is “one of the important factors in development of our ties”. 
The Azerbaijani leader expressed assurance that the current visit would contribute to expanding relationships between the two countries. 
Walid al Muallem extended Syrian President Bashar al-Assad `s greetings and best wishes to President Ilham Aliyev. 
The Minister noted he witnessed significant development in Baku since his first trip took place in 2006 and congratulated President Ilham Aliyev for this. 
President Ilham Aliyev asked Walid al Muallem to convey his greetings to Syrian leader. 

2. Economy & Energy
BAKU TO HOST INTERNATIONAL CASPIAN OIL & GAS EXHIBITION AND CONFERENCE

Baku, 1 June (AzerTAc). Baku is to host the 16th International Caspian Oil & Gas Exhibition and Conference on June 2 – 5. 
As stated at the conference held today at Baku`s “Villa Petrolea”, the event is supported by the Iteca Caspian LLC, ITE Group Plc, Azerbaijan Industry and Trade Chamber, and brings together about 300 companies from 22 countries exhibition. 
The exhibition area is enlarged by 22% current year and there are many newcomers which will take 20% of the exhibition area. 
The project partners are “İTE LLC Moscow” (Russia), EUF (Turkey), GİMA (Germany), ITE China (China), ITE Gulf (UAE), etc. 
The energy giants - BP, Itochu, OMV Gas International GmbH, SOCAR, StatioilHydro ASA, Total, TPAO and others will occupy over 40% of the exhibition area. 
Traditionally, the national groups from China and Germany are to take part at the exhibition. 
Ministers and senior officials from 20 countries will attend the official opening ceremony of the exhibition. 

3. Culture

AZERI CULTURE MINISTER MEETS SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER

Baku, 4 June (AzerTAc). Culture Minister of Azerbaijan Abulfas Garayev met Wednesday with Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al Muallem. 
Garayev told of political, economic and cultural relations between the two countries. 
According to him, “such meetings contribute to expanding bilateral ties”. 
The Minister pointed out Azerbaijan`s tourism potential had strengthened even more. 
He added the country hosted several international events this year. 
Walid al Muallem said he was pleased to visit Baku - the capital of Islamic culture for 2009. 
The Minister noted his country backs all initiatives for strengthening relations between the two countries. 
The sides expressed confidence that bilateral cooperation on restoration and protection of historical monuments would continue to boost. 

4. Sport
AZERI WRESTLERS CLAIM 9 MEDALS IN INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT

Baku, June 1 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan national wrestling team has brought home a clutch of 9 medals, including 3 golds from an international tournament in Italy. 
Gold medals came from Sakit Jalilov in the 60 kg, Olesya Zamula in the 63 kg and Mariya Kachina in the 67 weight categories. 
Farid Mansurov weighing in at 74 kg gained silver, while Rovshan Bayramov (60 kg), Vitaly Rahimov (66 kg), Shalva Gadabadze (96 kg), Yelena Komarova (55 kg) and Elvira Mursaliyeva (59 kg) won bronzes.
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