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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES DELEGATION LED BY DIRECTOR GENERAL OF OPEC FUND FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT SULEIMAN AL-HERBISH

Baku, April 2 (AzerTAc). President Ilham Aliyev has today received a delegation led by Suleiman Al-Herbish, Director General of OPEC Fund for International Development. 
Suleiman Al-Herbish spoke about meetings he held in Baku. 
He said the delegation also paid tribute to Azerbaijan`s nationwide leader Heydar Aliyev. 
President Ilham Aliyev expressed confidence the relations between OPEC Fund for International Development and Azerbaijan`s relevant organizations would further develop.

AZERBAIJAN PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES GERMAN DELEGATION LED BY DEPUTY FM GERNOT ERLER 

Baku, April 2 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev has received a German delegation led by deputy FM Gernot Erler. 
Gernot Erler informed the President about talks he had held in Baku, saying meetings with parliamentarians, including members of the Azerbaijan-Germany friendship group were particularly fruitful. 
The German deputy FM said the delegation also visited the Sangachal terminal, adding they were deeply impressed by what they saw there. 
President Ilham Aliyev expressed satisfaction at the level of the Azerbaijan-Germany relations, pointing out that they are increasingly expanding. 
The President said the German delegation`s visit is a good opportunity to discuss prospects of the bilateral relations and regional processes. 
 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES TOP-RANKING REPRESENTATIVES OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES` SPECIAL SERVICES

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has received today the top-ranking representatives of the special services of foreign countries, who arrived in Baku to participate in the ceremony dedicated to the 90th anniversary of Azerbaijan`s national security bodies. 
Speaking of the role of special services in all-round progress of independent Azerbaijan, the head of state stressed the exclusive merits of nationwide leader Heydar Aliyev in their formation and development. President Aliyev underlined that ensuring stability and security and fighting criminality play an important role in development of any country. He noted that all necessary measures will be undertaken to provide peaceful life of the Azerbaijani people in the years ahead. 
On importance of the international cooperation, exchange of information with friendly countries and realization of the joint measures in fighting transnational criminality, President of Azerbaijan emphasized that the terrorist acts taking place in various hot points of the world confirm that none of the counties is able to alone provide its security, and it is necessary to joint efforts of all states. Azerbaijan makes its contribution to ensuring international security, President Ilham Aliyev said, praising activity of the Ministry of National Security of Azerbaijan. 
Head of Russian Federal Security Service, General of the Army Alexander Bortnikov and Director General of the Military Intelligence and Security Service of Italy, Vice-admiral Bruno Branciforte also stressed the importance of cooperation in combat against international terrorism and organized criminality. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES US DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE, OSCE MINSK GROUP CO-CHAIR 

Baku, April 3 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs, OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair Matthew Bryza. 
They exchanged views on issues regarding the settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh. 

2. Economy & Energy
FORTH MEETING OF EU-AZERBAIJAN SUB-COMMITTEE ON ENERGY, TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT HELD IN BAKU

Baku, April 1 (AzerTAc) The forth meeting of the Sub-committee on Energy, Transport and Environment under the EU-Azerbaijan Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) was held Wednesday in Baku. 
The event brought together head of the European Commission delegation to Azerbaijan Alan Waddams, representatives of the organization Aili Rubilis, Jean-Louis Lavroff, Christopher Ross, officials from Azerbaijan`s Ministries of Economic Development, Transport, Ecology and Natural Resources, SOCAR, “Azerenerji” joint-stock company, “Azerigaz” closed joint-stock company, “Azerbaijan Airlines” closed joint-stock company, “Azersu” joint stock company and other bodies. 
Opening the meeting Azerbaijan`s Minister for Industry and Energy Natig Aliyev said “there is close cooperation between Azerbaijan and the European Union.” He noted that “Azerbaijan is committed to the path to European integration.” 
According to him, President Ilham Aliyev attaches significant importance to the activity of the PCA sub-committee on energy, transport and environment. 
The Ministry noted “amidst global financial crisis, problems concerning energy supply and protection of environment could only be solved by exerting joint efforts. 
Aliyev pointed out Azerbaijan`s energy resources play great role in ensuring Europe`s energy security. Alan Waddams said the EU places special emphasis on exchange of experience with Azerbaijan. According to him, “EU`s proposing to set up several new sub-committees to strengthen bilateral cooperation even more shows that Azerbaijan is one of important partners of the organization.” 
Waddams also briefed the participants on the Eastern Partnership program. 
He pointed out a summit meeting dealing with the program will be organized in May. 
The event participants also discussed a number of issues including energy security and infrastructure development, implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding on energy, as well as energy, transport and environment issues in the Eastern partnership and other issues.

3. Culture

AZERBAIJANI COOKERY EXPERTS GATHER MEDALS IN INTERNATIONAL CULINARY ART CHAMPIONSHIP

Baku, April 4 (AzerTAc). A conference dedicated to the results of International Culinary Art Championship held in Istanbul, Turkey, March 19-25 took place in Azerbaijan National Culinary Center. Head of the center Tahir Amiraslanov underlined that Azerbaijani cookery experts grabbed 2 gold, 8 silver and 4 bronze medals among 1500 participants. 
EXHIBITION OF AZERBAIJANI PHOTOGRAPHER OPENED IN TBILISI

Tbilisi, 31 March (AzerTAc). The Konalo picture gallery of Tbilisi, the capital of Georgia, hosted a personal exhibition of the Azerbaijani photographer and cameraman Rafig Gambarov. The exhibition officially started with opening remarks of Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Georgia Namig Aliyev. The ambassador thanked Mehriban Aliyeva, President of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, MP, Goodwill Ambassador of UNESCO and ISESCO for assistance in organizing the event. 
Also the exhibition was attended by governor of Kvemo Kartli-Borchaly region of Georgia David Kirkitadze, deputy governor Huseyn Yusifov, Georgian President’s adviser Mubariz Garayev, rector of Tbilisi State University Georgi Khubua and others. 
The attendees were given a book entitled “The March 1918 developments in Azerbaijan” by Aydin Babayev.

4. Sport
AZERI WRESTLER BEATS ARMENIAN RIVAL TO CLAIM EUROPEAN CROWN

Vilnius, March 31 (AzerTAc) Azerbaijani free-style wrestler Ali Isayev weighing in at 120 kg has claimed the European champion title after defeating Armenian Ruslan Basiyev in Vilnius. 
Another Azeri wrestler Novruz Temrezov won bronze in the 84 kg division. 
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