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1. Official Chronicle
AZERBAIJAN PRESIDENT RECEIVES EGYPTIAN FM 

Baku, May 24 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received an Egyptian delegation led by foreign minister Ahmed Aboul Gheit. 
The Azerbaijani leader praised the relationship between the two countries. 
The President recalled the meetings he held during his official visit to Egypt, stressing the importance of holding joint events. 
The Head of State expressed confidence that the Egyptian minister`s visit would contribute to boosting the bilateral relations. 
Aboul Gheit conveyed Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak`s greetings to President Ilham Aliyev, and handed over his letter to the Azerbaijani leader. 
He praised development processes in Azerbaijan, in particular its stability and prosperity. 
The Egyptian FM said he was impressed by state-of-the-art infrastructure and large-scale construction activities in the country. 
President Ilham Aliyev said recent years had seen rapid development in all spheres of life in Azerbaijan. 
He said important projects were successfully being carried out in the country`s capital and regions. 
The Head of State underlined important measures were underway to turn Azerbaijan into a powerful and modern state. 
President Ilham Aliyev asked Ahmed Aboul Gheit to convey his greetings to the Egyptian leader. 

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN RECEIVES UN DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL 

Baku, May 24 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received a United Nations delegation led by Deputy Secretary General Asha-Rose Migiro. 
Migiro, who is in Baku to attend the 7th Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Equality between Women and Men, conveyed greetings of UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon to the Azerbaijani leader. 
She said the UN Secretary General was “well aware” of economic development in Azerbaijan. 
Migiro thanked President Ilham Aliyev for his message to the conference participants. 
Recalling her meeting with Azerbaijan`s first lady, the Deputy Secretary General praised efforts of Mehriban Aliyeva and the Azerbaijani government to improve children`s healthcare. 
The Head of State highlighted the importance of the 7th conference of Ministers responsible for Equality between Women and Men, expressing hope the event would contribute to general situation on gender equality in all participating countries, including Azerbaijan. 
President Ilham Aliyev recalled his meeting with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon when the latter was Korea`s Foreign Minister. 
The Head of State thanked for the UN Secretary General`s greetings and asked Migiro to reciprocate his greetings to him. 

2. Economy & Energy
LONDON HOSTS IMO MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE`s 87TH SESSION 

Baku, May 24 (AzerTAc). The 87th session of International Maritime Organization`s Maritime Safety Committee was held on May 12-21 in London. 
The event brought together representatives from 168 member countries and various international organizations. 
The session focused on a wide range of issues including measures to enhance maritime security, new ship construction standards, ship design and equipment, flag state implementation, safety of navigation, dangerous goods, solid cargoes and containers, stability, load lines and fishing safety vessel, piracy and armed robbery against ships and general cargo ship safety. 
Chief of Azerbaijan State Marine Administration Gudrat Gurbanov attended the session. 


AZERBAIJAN, CHINA SIGN GRANT AGREEMENT 

Baku, May 27 (AzerTAc). Economic development minister of Azerbaijan Shahin Mustafayev and China`s vice commerce minister Fu Ziying have signed today a $2.9 million grant agreement. 
Prior to the signing ceremony, Mustafayev and Ziying had a conversation during which they discussed the current state of and prospects for economic cooperation between the two countries. 
Mustafayev briefed Ziying on the ongoing economic reforms in his country. 
He said President Ilham Aliyev`s trip to China in 2005 and reciprocal visits by the two countries` officials and businessmen had contributed to boosting bilateral cooperation. 
He also noted the two countries had great opportunities to further develop the bilateral cooperation. 
Fu Ziying, in turn, praised Azerbaijan`s economic progress. 
He expressed confidence that trade and economic cooperation between the two countries would continue to expand.

3. Culture 
AZERBAIJAN RANKS 5th AT EUROVISION CONTEST

Baku, May 30 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani singer Safura Alizadeh has finished 5th at the Eurovision song contest in the Norwegian capital Oslo. 
Safura, 17, was the first contestant to perform on Saturday`s show with her song Drip Drop which earned her the spot among 25 acts. 
Azerbaijan once again managed to make it to the top ten of Eurovision, although it participates in the contest for the third time. 
Germany emerged triumphant at the contest with 19-year-old Lena`s song Satellite. 
Turkey`s MaNga came in second place, with Romania third and Denmark fourth.

4. Sport 

AZERI JUDO FIGHTERS WIN 7 EUROPEAN MEDALS

Baku, May 25 (AzerTAc). Young Azerbaijani judo fighters have grabbed a clutch of seven medals, including 2 golds from the European cup in Szczyrk, Poland. 
Gold medals came from Mehman Sadigov and Jalil Jalilov in the 50 kg and 66 kg weight categories respectively. 
Isgandar Talishinski weighing in at 55 kg garnered silver, while Vusal Shabanli, Afig Safarli and Magomed Gushanov won bronzes in the 55 kg, 60 kg and 73 kg classes respectively for Azerbaijan. 
Azeri female Shafag Muradzadeh weighing in at 52 kg gained bronze. 
Azerbaijan ranked 3rd in the medal table. 
Russia claimed the title of the championship, followed by Poland. 
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