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1. Official Chronicle
AZERBAIJAN PRESIDENT, EUROPEAN COMMISSION CHIEF MEET IN BRUSSELS

Brussels, April 28 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev has today met European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso. 
The Azerbaijani leader and the European Commission chief first posed for photographs in front of the flags of Azerbaijan and the European Union. 
During the talk, Barroso praised the Azerbaijan-EU relations, saying they are successfully developing within the European Neighbourhood Policy. 
On energy cooperation, he hailed Azerbaijan`s contribution to Europe`s energy security. 
Barroso said the expansion of the Azerbaijan-EU relations shows how much emphasis the country places on European values. The European Commission President stressed the importance of implementing more concrete joint projects in the future. 
Barroso also praised Azerbaijan`s economic progress, saying the country has big potential. 
President Ilham Aliyev said the EU-Azerbaijan relations develop in various fields. 
The Azerbaijani leader said his country will continue moves towards European integration. 
The President also stressed Azerbaijan`s economic successes, adding the country contributes to economic cooperation and security in the region. 
“All this allows us to further develop the mutually fruitful EU-Azerbaijan relations,” said the Azerbaijani leader. 
On Azerbaijan`s energy potential, the President said the country is the initiator and participant of large-scaled projects. 
“We are ready to further contribute to ensuring Europe`s energy security.”  President Ilham Aliyev also expressed confidence the EU-Azerbaijan relations will continue to develop.

AZERBAIJAN PRESIDENT MEETS BELGIAN PREMIER 

Brussels, April 28 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev has met here Belgian Prime Minister Herman Van Rompuy. 
They stressed the Azerbaijan-Belgium relations are developing in various fields, particularly in the political one. 
The importance of the Azerbaijani leader`s visit to Brussels was stressed during the talk. They pointed out there are good prospects to develop the two countries` economic relations. 
The Azerbaijani President and the Belgian Premier stressed the significance of the two countries` relations in terms of developing the Azerbaijan-European Union ties. 
Azerbaijan`s contribution to Europe`s energy security was also praised during the meeting. 
President Ilham Aliyev and Herman Van Rompuy also exchanged views on regional cooperation and international issues. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS NATO SECRETARY GENERAL IN BRUSSELS 

Belgium, April 29 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev met Wednesday here with the NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer. 
NATO Secretary General welcomed the Azerbaijani leader in front of the NATO headquarters. 

During the conversation, Mr. Jaap de Hoop Scheffer said cooperation with Azerbaijan was successfully developing, and that NATO attaches significant importance to it. 
The Secretary General stressed special role of Azerbaijan in the region. 
NATO considers Azerbaijan a partner which plays an important role in the region, he noted. 
According to him, President Ilham Aliyev`s current visit would contribute to expanding NATO-Azerbaijan relations. 
The Secretary General highly valued Azerbaijan`s participation in anti-terrorist operations and Individual Partnership Action Plan (IPAP). 
President Ilham Aliyev, in turn, said NATO-Azerbaijan relations are developing. He underlined that Azerbaijan actively participates in NATO`s various programs and events, including IPAP. 
According to the President, Azerbaijan-NATO relations are a part of the country`s integration into Euro-Atlantic structures. 
The Head of State expressed confidence that bilateral relations would continue to boost. 

2. Economy & Energy
AZERI TRANSPORT MINISTER MEETS COMMANDER OF U.S. TRANSPORTATION COMMAND

Baku, April 29 (AzerTAc). Transport Minister of Azerbaijan Ziya Mammadov met with Commander of the United States Transportation Command Duncan J. McNabb. 
Mammadov briefed Duncan J. McNabb on ongoing transport reforms in the country. 
According to him, transport sector is one of the priority areas in Azerbaijan`s economy. 
During the meeting, they also discussed plans on increasing the volume of transportation in Azerbaijan. 

3. Culture

MINIATURE BOOK EXHIBITION OPENS AT LONDON AZERBAIJAN HOUSE

London, May 2 (AzerTAc). Book exhibition named “Azerbaijan and Great Britain in Miniature Books” was opened at the “Azerbaijan House” culture centre, Azerbaijan embassy in the Great Britain and Southern Ireland said. 
Miniature book collection consisting of books about Azerbaijan statehood history, works of well-known poets and writers, also the works of world literature classics as Shakespeare, Byron and others were presented to participants. 
At the opening ceremony of the event Azerbaijani Ambassador Fakhraddin Gurbanov told about the importance of the exhibition in introducing Azerbaijan`s unique books in Great Britain. 
Director of Azerbaijan Miniature Book Museum Zarifa Salahova informed participants about the history and rare works of the museum. 
AZERBAIJANI GREAT POET NIZAMI GANJAVI`S MANUSCRIPT “KHAMSA” DISCOVERED IN STRASBOURG CENTRAL LIBRARY

Manuscript to “Khamsa” (Five) of the great Azerbaijani poet Nizami Ganjavi was discovered at the Strasbourg Central Library. It became known after the visit of head of Azerbaijan`s permanent representative office under the COE, Ambassador Arif Mammadov to the library. He also saw the manuscripts of poet Molla Panah Vagif.
4. Sport
INTERNATIONAL SUMO AND JUDO FESTIVAL WRAPS UP IN BAKU 

Baku, April 28 (AzerTAc). The first international sumo and judo festival in the Baku Olympic Sport Complex ended on Monday. 
Chief of Baku city Youth and Sports head office Ragif Abbasov said the event would contribute to popularizing sports among the youth. 
President of Azerbaijan Sumo Federation Samir Abdullayev expressed confidence that the event would provide impetus for the development of sumo in the country. 
The 2-day festival brought together athletes from Azerbaijan, India, Sri-Lanka, Georgia, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine, Turkmenistan and Russia. 
Azeri athletes Rashad Kazimov (85kg) and Nizami Jafarov (115 kg) took the first place. 
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