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1. Economy & Energy
AZERBAIJAN TRANSPORT MINISTRY REPS TO TAKE PART IN NATO WORKSHOP 

Baku, August 23 (AzerTAc). A seminar in the frame of the Council of Planning of Internal Above-Ground Transport of NATO in the format of the Council of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership is expected to pass in the city of Skopje (Macedonia) on October 26-28. 
Representatives of the Ministry of Transport of Azerbaijan will also join the workshop, the Ministry reported. 
One of the key goals of the Council of Planning of Internal Above-Ground Transport is studying the instructions of the military wing of the NATO of transport infrastructure of member countries and partners for NATO operations, the formulation of offers and preparation of reports. 

JEFFERY OWENS: “AZERBAIJAN ACHIEVED MUCH PROGRESS” 

Baku, August 27 (AzerTAc). Delegation led by Jeffrey Owens, Director, OECD Centre for Tax Policy and Administration, has visited Azerbaijan. The guests got familiarized with Azerbaijan`s tax system. Summing up his visit to Azerbaijan, Jeffrey Owens said: 
“The main goal of our visit is to strengthen cooperation between OECD and Azerbaijan in the field of taxation. Our cooperation is on the high level however we can develop it. I have heard about Azerbaijan and its capital, though I have never been here. You have made considerable progress in the field of taxation policy. Only 19 years have passed since you achieved independence. And after gaining the independence you have built rather competitive tax system and effective tax administration”. 
Dwelling on the fruitful cooperation between OECD and the Ministry of Taxes of Azerbaijan, Jeffrey Owens said: “I think we can develop our cooperation. And Azerbaijan`s experience in tax management should be used as a model in CIS region”. 

2. Culture 
YOUTH TODAY` SEMINAR WRAPS UP 

Baku, August 23 (AzerTAc). The four-day International seminar on theme Youth Today wrapped up in Baku. Organized by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Azerbaijan, the seminar has brought together representatives from Russia, Turkey, Georgia, Ukraine and Belarus to display their skills in the field of making movies, theater and fashion. 
As part of the seminar, Iskender Sakayev, Director of the Russian State Academic Drama Theater named after Pushkin held workshops. 

AUGUST 26 – INTERNATIONAL DAY OF AZERBAIJANI MUGHAM IN CANADA

Baku, August 21 (AzerTAc). August 26 was announced as International Day of Azerbaijani mugham and the music day of the countries located in Great Silk Road. 
The decision was adopted by mayor of Canadian city Niagara and leadership of annual International Niagara Music Festival, chief of the festival on Azerbaijan Mikail Hajiyev said. Azerbaijani mugham will be annually performed in Niagara, on August 26, he said. Days of symphonic music and mugham of Azerbaijan will also take place in Toronto and Niagara from August 24-28 as a part of the 12th International Music Festival. 
Photo exhibition of the popular sculptor Omar Eldarov will also take place in Toronto and Niagara. Omar Eldarov embodied portraits of the two great leaders of Turkic world – Heydar Aliyev and Ataturk, first lady of Azerbaijan Mehriban Aliyeva, who has invaluable merits in popularization of the national music, as well as coryphaeus of Azerbaijani musical art, literature and painting – Uzeyir Hajibayli, Fikrat Amirov, Fizuli, Huseyn Javid, Sattar Bahlulzade. 
The events were organized with support of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, organizing committee of Niagara Festival, Ministries of Culture and Tourism, and Education of Azerbaijan and Embassy of Azerbaijan to Canada. The events will bring together top-ranking officials of Canada, representatives of the diplomatic corps and workers of culture. 

AZERI FILM TO BE PRESENTED AT IRPEN FESTIVAL

Baku, August 22(AzerTAc). One Step by Azeri filmmakers will be screened at annual international Irpen festival in Ukraine. 
The film, directed by Fariz Ahmadov and Nargiz Baghirzade, will compete in the Professional Films nomination. 
The festival`s jury panel selected 32 films from over 320 submitted by directors from 56 countries for the contest. 

AZERI CHILDREN PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY ATTENDS INT`L MUSIC FESTIVAL IN GERMANY

Baku, August 26 (AzerTAc). The Azerbaijan State Children Philharmonic Society celebrates 20th anniversary next year. Recently members of the National Music Instruments Ensemble of the Children Philharmonic Society returned from Germany, where they joined the International Children Music Festival. Just three countries – Azerbaijan, Syria and Israel have been invited to the festival. 
The Azeri participants performed with a very interesting program and received a letter of gratitude from the event organizers. 

3. Sport 

AZERI CHESS PLAYER DRAWS POLISH RIVAL IN BARCELONA

Baku, August 23 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani chess player has been held to a draw by Polish Marcel Kanarek in the 3rd round of an international tournament in Barcelona, Spain, increasing his points to 2,5. 
He will next face Columbian David Arenas Vanegas.

BAKU HOSTS INTERNATIONAL OPEN CHESS TOURNAMENT 

Baku, August 24 (AzerTAc). Nearly 160 chess players have come together in Azerbaijan`s capital for the Baku Open-2010 international tournament. 
The Swiss system tournament will feature 9 rounds. Total prize fund is 60,000 USD. 
Azerbaijan`s Minister of Youth and Sports Azad Rahimov said decree signed by President Ilham Aliyev to develop the chess in the country as well as construction of the up-to-date chess schools in the regions gave an impulse to development of this kind of sport. 
Vice President of Chess Federation Faig Hasanov hailed this tournament as a gift to lovers of chess. 
The ceremony was followed by a press conference. 
** 
Favorites Gata Kamski (2713), Yevgeni Miroshichenko (2686), Emil Sutovski (2665), Rauf Məmmədov (2660), İlya Smirin (2646), Aleksey Aleksandrov (2642), Boris Savchenko (2623), Gadir Huseynov (2611), Eltac Səfərli (2603) are leading the table with 1 pts. 
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