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Weekly News-Letter 
1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES CHAIRMAN OF BAHRAIN INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT BANK AND CHAIRMAN OF AL FAHIM GROUP SAEED ABDUL JALIL AL FAHIM

Azerbaijan`s President Ilham Aliyev received Monday Chairman of Bahrain International Investment Bank and Chairman of Al Fahim Group Saeed Abdul Jalil Al Fahim. 
They discussed prospects for cooperation between Azerbaijani banks and Bahrain International Investment Bank as well as prospects for the Bahraini bank`s participating in investments projects in Azerbaijan. 
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS WITH EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev met Wednesday with David Harris, Executive Director of the American Jewish Committee at the Turmhotel Victoria in Davos, Switzerland. 
Successful development of US-Azerbaijan bilateral relations in a variety of fields was stressed at the meeting. The sides also highlighted Jewish community’s role in boosting bilateral ties. 
The meeting focused on the fact that all conditions were created for the Jewish community to work independently in Azerbaijan.

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS WITH UKRAINIAN LEADER YUSHCHENKO 

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev met Thursday with President of Ukraine Viktor Yushchenko at the Turmhotel Victoria in Davos, Switzerland on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum. 
During the meeting, the sides exchanged views on prospects for bilateral relations. President Yushchenko told of the processes taking place in Ukraine. 
The two Presidents had a conversation about how to develop even more the strategic partnership between the two nations. The focus of discussions was also some projects and energy cooperation. Both countries` leaders highlighted the importance of joint activity of the two countries in implementing various projects. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS WITH PRESIDENT OF AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS JACOB ZUMA 

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev in Davos on Thursday met with Jacob Zuma, president of the African National Congress of South Africa. 
During the conversation, Jacob Zuma wondered about current situation in Azerbaijan, and the processes taking place in the country. 
President Ilham Aliyev informed Mr. Zuma on the progress achieved by Azerbaijan in all spheres, economic reforms being implemented in the country and its role in ensuring energy security. 
The Azerbaijani leader and head of the African National Congress pointed out the existence of a common interest and possibilities for development bilateral cooperation between the two countries. 
They also exchanged views on regional and international issues. 

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN MEETS EBRD PRESIDENT 

President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan received president of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) Jean Lemierre on 25 January in Davos. 
In meeting, successful realization of cooperation between Azerbaijan and EBRD was emphasized. 
President of Azerbaijan highlighted on economic developments in the country and quick integration of the Republic to the world economy. 
Jean Lemierre said he is hopeful that EBRD would continue cooperation with Azerbaijan in the years ahead. 

2. Economy & Energy

US-AZERBAIJAN ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP COMMISSION TO DISCUSS ISSUES ON ICT COOPERATION 

Azerbaijan Minister of Information and Communication Technologies Ali Abbasov met Tuesday US State Department’s Special Representative for Commercial and Business Affairs Frank Mermoud to discuss ways of boosting cooperation between the two countries in the field of information and communication technologies (ICT). 
Mermoud is in Baku to deal with preparation for the 2nd meeting of US-Azerbaijan economic partnership commission slated for this April. 
The US representative said during the forthcoming meeting it is planned to attract private sector to discussions on how to strengthen bilateral relations. 
Mermoud mentioned ICT`s entering into Azerbaijan’s regions will serve raising the level of education and stimulate economic development in the country. 
Ali Abbasov said Azerbaijan is keen to attract US capital to ICT sector. 
The meeting also discussed creation of regional economic zones and establishment of University of Information Technologies in Azerbaijan, as well as construction of transcaspian optical fiber cable and launching of Azerbaijan’s own satellite. 

EVENT ABOUT AZERBAIJANI ECONOMY HELD IN SLOVENIA

An event about Azerbaijani economy organized by Azerbaijani Embassy to Austria and Azerbaijan Investments and Export Promotion Foundation (AZPROMO), Slovenia’s Center for Entrepreneurship Development, `Young Executive Organization` took place Thursday in the Slovenian capital Ljubljana. 
About 90 businessmen engaged in construction, information technologies, agriculture and other sectors attended the event. 
AZPROMO head Emil Majidov told of favorable business and investment milieu of Azerbaijan. 
Azerbaijani delegation also held meetings at the Slovenian Chamber of Commerce and Export and Investments Agency. 

Culture
AZERBAIJANI DELEGATION ATTENDS INTERNATIONAL FAIR FOR HOLIDAYS IN VIENNA 

Delegation of Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Culture and Tourism attended the`Ferien-Messe Wien` International Fair for Holidays, Travel and Leisure, which brought together over 820 companies from 60 countries in Vienna. 
The visitors familiarized themselves with Azerbaijan’s tourism opportunities, books about culture and history of the different regions of the country and samples of the national art. 
About 200 thousand men visited fair. 

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF GREAT AZERBAIJANI COMPOSER GARA GARAYEV TO BE MARKED IN BISHKEK, KYRGIZISTAN 

Arif Aghayev, Azerbaijan’s ambassador to Kyrgizistan has met with Sultan Rayev, Minister of Culture and Communication of this country. 
They exchanged views on several issues, including expansion of ties between Azerbaijan and Kyrgizistan in all fields and holding of the 90th jubilee of Azerbaijan’s prominent composer Gara Garayev in Bishkek, capital of Kyrgizistan. 
It was agreed to hold the event on March 13. 
Kyrgizistan’s famous conductor, People’s Artist Asankhan Jumakhmatov and embassy’s advisor Elkhan Zeynalov attended the meeting. 

3. Sport

AZERBAIJANI KARATEISTS CLAIM ONE GOLD AND ONE BRONZE MEDALS AT OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP IN FRANCE 

World champion Rafael Agayev (70kg) grabbed gold, while Shahin Atamov (75kg) bronze medals at the Open Karate Championship in France. 

AZERBAIJAN TAEKWONDO FEDERATION VICE-PRESIDENT FUZULI MUSAYEV ELECTED AS EUROPEAN TAEKWONDO UNION VICE-PRESIDENT

The vice-president of Azerbaijan Taekwondo Federation Fizuli Musayev has been elected to European Taekwondo Unity vice-president. 
Azerbaijan taekwondoists Niyameddin Pashayev (68 kg), Reshad Ahmedov (80 kg), Canaq Aliyeva (49 kg) and Nigar Hajiyeva (57 kg) will represent Azerbaijan in last tournament to Beijing Summer Olympic Games. 
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