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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES CO-CHAIRMAN OF BOARD OF US-AZERBAIJAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE JAMES BAKER

Baku, April 21 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev has today received Co-Chairman of the Board of US-Azerbaijan Chamber of Commerce James Baker. 
They stressed the relations between two countries are successfully developing in all fields, including economic and trade ones. 
They also exchanged views on prospects for economic cooperation. 
James Baker`s visit to Azerbaijan was described as a good opportunity for him to closely familiarize himself with economic development processes in the country. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES UAE DELEGATION LED BY MINISTER OF ECONOMY, CHAIRMAN OF FEDERAL TRANSPORT AND GENERAL CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITIES SULTAN BIN SAEED AL-MANSOURI

Baku, April 21 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received an UAE delegation led by minister of economy, chairman of federal transport and general civil aviation authorities, Sultan Bin Saeed Al-Mansouri. 
The UAE Minister said his delegation mostly consists of the private sector`s representatives. 
Al-Mansouri said both countries have big potential to expand economic and trade relations. 
He pointed out that the two countries` officials are interested in strengthening bilateral relations. 
President Ilham Aliyev said there are good prospects for developing economic cooperation between Azerbaijan and the United Arabian Emirates. 
He spoke of economic situation in Azerbaijan, praising the private sector`s role. President Ilham Aliyev said diversifying economy is today one of main priorities for Azerbaijan. 
The Head of State expressed confidence the current visit of the UAE delegation led by Sultan Bin Saeed Al-Mansouri would contribute to strengthening the bilateral cooperation between the two countries.

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES OSCE MINSK GROUP CO-CHAIRS 

Baku, April 24 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev today received Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group – Ambassadors Matthew Bryza of the United States, Bernard Fassier of France and Yury Merzlyakov of Russia - as well as Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office Ambassador Andrzej Kasprzyk of Poland. 
The meeting focused on current state and prospects of the talks on the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh. 
2. Economy & Energy
AZERI TRANSPORT MINISTER MEETS UAE MINISTER OF ECONOMY

Baku, April 23 (AzerTAc) Azerbajan`s Transport Minister Ziya Mammadov met Wednesday with Sultan Bin Saeed Al-Mansouri, Minister of Economy of the United Arab Emirates, chairman of federal transport and general civil aviation authorities. 
Ziya Mammadov said Al-Mansouri`s current visit would contribute to developing cooperation between the two countries. 
According to him, after President Ilham Aliyev`s visit to UAE bilateral relationship entered a new stage. The two countries have great potential to cooperate in both political and economic spheres, the Minister added. 
Mammadov noted transport sector has a great role in Azerbaijan`s economy. 
He pointed out ongoing transport reforms accelerates the country`s integration into the world transport system. 
Sultan Bin Saeed Al-Mansouri, in turn, said Azerbaijan and UAE have friendly relations. 
He praised Azerbaijan`s “rapid development.” 
According to UAE Minister, President Ilham Aliyev`s policy to diversify economy has already yielded positive results. 
He stressed that UAE is ready to assist Azerbaijan in carrying out transport projects. 
Following the meeting, the two ministers signed a protocol on bilateral cooperation. 

3. Culture

BAKU HOSTS 2nd CONFERENCE OF ECO NATIONAL LIBRARIES COUNCIL

Baku, April 22 (AzerTAc). The 2nd conference of the Council of Directors of National Libraries of the Economic Cooperation Organization`s (ECO) member countries was held at the Azerbaijan National Library after Akhundov. 
Co-organized by the Azeri ministry of culture and tourism and Azerbaijan National Library, the event brought together directors of the national libraries of Azerbaijan, Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan and officials of the ECO Cultural Institute. 
The conference adopted the council`s charter and set up a Committee of Rare Books and Manuscripts. 
Tuncel Acar, director of the Turkish National Library, was elected the committee`s chair. 

AZERI CULTURE MINISTER MEETS CHAIRMAN OF STYRIA`S PARLIAMENT

Baku, April 24 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan`s Culture Minister Abulfas Garayev met Friday with chairman of the parliament of Austrian federal state of Styria Siegfried Schrittwieser and his accompanying delegation. 
Garayev said reciprocal visits contribute to boosting “friendly” relations between Azerbaijan and Austria. 
The Minister noted Azerbaijan hosted several international events in 2009. 
According to him, tourism industry in Azerbaijan developed even more. 
Siegfried Schrittwieser said “I am proud to be in Baku- Capital of Islamic Culture.” 
He expressed confidence that relationship between Azerbaijan and Austria would continue to develop. 
Azerbaijani ambassador to Austria Fuad Ismayilov was present in the meeting

4. Sport
BAKU HOSTING INTERNATIONAL SUMO AND JUDO FESTIVAL 

Baku, April 26 (AzerTAc). The first international sumo and judo festival started here at the Baku Olympic Sport Complex today. 
During the opening ceremony, chief of the Main Baku Youth and Sport Department Ragif Abbasov stressed the importance of the event. 
Addressing to the event, president of Azerbaijan Sumo Federation Samir Abdullayev expressed assurance that the event will make contribution to development of sumo in the country. 
The 2-day festival brings together athletes from Azerbaijan, India, Sri-Lanka, Georgia, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine, Turkmenistan and Russia.
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