Azərbaycan Respublikasının 

[image: image1.png]


            Ambasciata della Repubblica

Italiya, San Marino və Maltadakı Səfirliyi         dell’Azerbaigian in Italia, San Marino e Malta
Viale Regina Margherita 1, 2° piano, Roma 00198, Italia; Tel.: (39)  06 85305557; Fax: (39) 06 85831448
E-mail: rome@mission.mfa.gov.az; Web site: http://www.azembassy.it
24 February,  2008
Weekly News-Letter 

1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENTS OF AZERBAIJAN AND HUNGARY MEET IN PRESENCE OF DELEGATIONS

President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan and President Laszlo Solyom of Hungary today met at the Sandor Palace in presence of delegations. 

Opening the meeting, the Hungarian President said they consider Azerbaijan in the Caucasus as strategic partner and the relations between the two countries develop dynamically, and the bilateral relations in the frame of European Union serve expansion of cooperation. There are good opportunities for development of economic ties, especially in the field of energy, Mr. Laszlo Solyom stressed. At the same time, Hungary is keen in development of relations in the field of education and science, he concluded. 

Noting development of bilateral relations between the two countries in numerous fields, President Ilham Aliyev said the sides step forward. The new documents to be signed during current visit will create legal ground for that, President Aliyev underlined. At his words, Azerbaijan’s cooperation with Hungary in integration to the Euro-Atlantic structures will promote further expansion of the country’s integration to Europe. Underlining that economic ties have good prospects, the President of Azerbaijan emphasized importance of the business forum to be held on 19 February. The President highly estimated discussions in the energy sphere. 

Touching upon the Armenia-Azerbaijan, Nagorno Karabakh conflict, Head of the Azerbaijan State reminded that 20 percent of Azerbaijan’s territories were occupied and over one million of people were ousted from their homelands and currently live in hard plight. 

Hungarian President said his country supports territorial integrity of Azerbaijan, emphasizing that the conflicts should be solved peacefully. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS VLADIMIR PUTIN IN MOSCOW

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, who is in Moscow to attend an informal CIS summit, met Thursday with his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin. 
The Russian President expressed his gratitude to President Ilham Aliyev for “finding opportunity to come to Moscow for the summit”. 
Vladimir Putin said there is considerable progress in economic cooperation between Russia and Azerbaijan. 
“We express satisfaction with Russian investors` making more and more investments in Azerbaijan’s economy. We are grateful to you for the conditions your country`s government is creating for our companies”, the Russian leader said. 
President Ilham Aliyev said “I fully agree with you that there are no problems in our relations”. 
“We are moving forward in all directions – in terms of political, economic and humanitarian cooperation”, he noted. 
The Azerbaijani leader stressed the two countries are very effectively cooperating, and that their relations are strengthening. 
President Ilham Aliyev said he welcomes the increase in amount of Russian investments in Azerbaijan. 
“Azerbaijani companies are also operating on the Russian market and enjoy equal rights there”, he noted. 
“I am satisfied with how our relations are developing. I hope, during today’s meeting, we will also discuss bilateral issues and issues of regional cooperation, in particular, processes which are taking place in the world and need to be discussed”, said President Ilham Aliyev. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES TOP OFFICIAL OF THE RF SECURITY SERVICE

President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan today at the President Palace received First Deputy Director of the RF Federal Security Service – chief of the RF Border Service, General Vladimir Pronichev. 
Head of the Azerbaijan State noted successful development of the Azerbaijani-Russian relations in all fields, including in the field of border service. The contacts among separate structures of both countries are high level and the current visit of the Russian guest will promote strengthening of cooperation in the border service, the President emphasized. 
General Vladimir Pronichev expressed pleasure with his next visit to Azerbaijan, noting close cooperation between relevant structures of the two countries and importance of the current visit in expansion of further relations. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES US SENATOR SAM BROWNBACK 

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received US Senator Sam Brownback and his delegation on Wednesday. 
The Azerbaijani leader said Azerbaijan-US relations are successfully developing in all fields. 
President Ilham Aliyev stressed the two countries` energy cooperation is  an important element in their bilateral relations. 
Senator Sam Brownback welcomed ongoing development processes in Azerbaijan which he said made great progress over the last few years. 

2. Economy & Energy

ITALY PLANS TO CONDUCT NEGOTIATIONS ON GAS SUPPLIES WITH AZERBAIJAN 

Italian Edison Spa Company intends to conduct talks with Azerbaijan to launch project of pipeline Greece-Italy. The due announcement was made by company`s chief executive Umberto Guadrino, the Rusenergy website said. 

He highly appreciated the prospects of holding talks: "I think the first meeting with the Azerbaijani side will take place in early March. We expect good news until summer". 
Guadrino considers that Azerbaijani gas is an important source for effective operation of the pipeline. It is planned to study preliminary results of talks until June. 

AZERBAIJAN-IRAN BUSINESS FORUM HELD IN BAKU

Azerbaijan-Iran Business Forum organized by Azerbaijan Investments and Promotion Foundation (AZPROMO) today has taken place in Hyatt Regency hotel. 
About 90 businessmen representing agriculture, tourism, construction, textile and other areas attended the event. 
Representative of Azerbaijani Ministry of Economic Development Huseyn Pashayev underlined that Azerbaijan leads the world in GDP growth rates. Business environment has been improved to attract foreign investments in the country, said Mr. Pashayev. He also touched on Azerbaijani-Iranian economic cooperation. 
Representatives of the Iranian delegation emphasized that such events play an important role in enhancing cooperation among the businessmen. They informed about current state of Iranian economy. 
AZPROMO President Emil Majidov delivered report on the topic “Investment environment and business opportunities of Azerbaijan”. 
Business forum was continued with the bilateral meetings of Azerbaijani and Iranian businesspersons. 

AZERBAIJANI DELEGATION TO ATTEND 70TH SESSION OF UNECE INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

Azerbaijani delegation led by Transport Minister Ziya Mammadov will attend the 70th session of the Inland Transport Committee (ITC) of the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the meeting of the Transport Ministers of Euro-Asian countries, which is to take place in Geneva from February 19 to 21. 
Mr. Mammadov will deliver report concerning condition of Azerbaijani transport sector, Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway, construction of new Baku port and other projects. 
Azerbaijani delegation is expected to hold meetings on the sideline of the visit. Mr. Mammadov will also meet with the head of Swiss Federal Department of the Environment, Transport, Energy and Communications Moritz Leuenberger. 

3. Culture
BAKU TO HOST GERMAN CHILDREN’S FILM FESTIVAL

For about a month, from February 21 to March 23, Azerbaijan’s capital, Baku, will be a scene for German children’s film festival. 
The festival will feature various films like “Emil and detectives”, “Little twins”, “Ice heart” and “Animals conference”. 
Organizers of the event are German Embassy and German-Azerbaijan Culture Union

UNIQUE CARPET MUSEUM TO BE BUILT IN AZERBAIJAN

The unique Carpet Museum will be built in Azerbaijan, Minister of Culture and Tourism Abulfaz Garayev said. The tender for design estimates prepared by the Austrian company has been completed two days ago. The winner of the tender is already known with the project set to be embarked on in April this year. 

4. Sport

AZERBAIJANI TENNIS PLAYERS TO PARTICIPATE IN WORLD TEAM TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP

Azerbaijani tennis players Zarifa Aliyeva, Rufat Guliyev, Bilura Eminova, Ali Bayramov, Ramil Jafarov, Nariman Abdullayev led by senior coach Alexandr Zudov will participate in World Team Table Tennis Championships, which is to take place in Guangzhou, CHN from February 24 to March 2, Ministry of Youth and Sports said.

AZERBAIJANI KARATAEISTS AT “CITRUS CUP” TOURNAMENT

Azerbaijani karate fighters will take part at the “Citrus Cup” tournament due in February 13, Miami, State of Florida, USA. 
The world famous sportsmen will compete in the tournament, Azerbaijan Karate Federation said. 
Rashad Huseynov (60 kg), Rustem Madatov (65 kg), Rafael Agayev (70 kg), Shahin Atamov (75 kg) and Novruz Bashirov (80kg) will represent Azerbaijan. 
Tournament will complete on February 27.
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