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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES SWISS STATE SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Baku, May 18 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received Swiss State Secretary of Foreign Affairs Michael Ambühl. 
Swiss Secretary of Foreign Affairs stressed the importance of political dialogue and consultations between Azerbaijan and Switzerland, saying there are good opportunities for expanding cooperation in this area. 
The Head of State pointed out Switzerland-Azerbaijan relations are successfully developing. The President emphasized the importance of exchanging views on bilateral relations and situation in the region. Azerbaijani leader added Ambuhl`s visit to Azerbaijan helps to strengthen bilateral ties between the two countries.

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES EU SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR SOUTH CAUCASUS 

Baku, May 19 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus Peter Semneby and his accompanying delegation. 
Discussions revolved around Azerbaijan-EU relations, cooperation within the Eastern Partnership initiative and settlement of Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh.

PRESIDENTS OF AZERBAIJAN AND GEORGIA MEET ONE-ON-ONE

Baku, May 20 (AzerTAc). Presidents Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan and Mikheil Saakashvili of Georgia today have met one-on-one. 
During the meeting, the Presidents exchanged views on bilateral relations between the two countries, regional cooperation and international issues.

AZERBAIJAN, GEORGIA SIGN DOCUMENTS

Baku, May 20 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan and Georgia have signed here documents in the presence of Presidents Ilham Aliyev and Mikheil Saakashvili. 
President of the “Azerbaijan Airlines” Company, AZAL, Jahangir Asgarov and Georgian Economic Development Minister Lasha Zhvania signed a Protocol of amendment to the agreement on air communication between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of the Republic of Georgia; Azerbaijani and Georgian Ministers of Economic Development Shahin Mustafayev and Lasha Zhvania signed a Protocol of amendment to the agreement on free trade between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of Georgia dated 1996; 
Chairman of Azerbaijan State Committee on Standardization, Metrology and Patent Ramiz Hasanov and Georgian Economic Development Minister Lasha Zhvania signed an agreement on cooperation 
on protection of the intellectual property between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of Georgia.

AZERBAIJAN PRESIDENT RECEIVES OSCE MINSK GROUP FRENCH CO-CHAIR

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES COMMANDER OF U.S. EUROPEAN COMMAND AND HIS ACCOMPANYING DELEGATION 

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received a delegation led by General Bantz Craddock, Commander of the U.S. European Command. 
Discussions revolved around the current state of and prospects for bilateral relations between Azerbaijan and U.S., regional cooperation and international issues.
2. Economy & Energy
ISRAEL-AZERBAIJAN BUSINESS FORUM STARTED IN TEL-AVIV 

Israel-Azerbaijan Business-Forum started in Tel-Aviv. Agreement on cooperation between Israeli Institute of Export and International Cooperation and Azerbaijan Export and Investments Promotion Foundation (AZPROMO) is expected to be signed during the business-forum. 
Initiator of the event is Ambassador of Israel to Azerbaijan Arthur Lenk
AZERBAIJAN DELEGATION ATTENDING WSIS FORUM 2009

Baku, May 20 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani delegation led by Minister of Communications and Information Technologies Ali Abbasov is attending the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS Forum 2009), which started in Geneva. 
The representative of MCIT will deliver a report on “Legal Aspects of ensuring Cyber Security in Azerbaijan Republic” at the forum. 
On the sidelines of the meeting, Azerbaijani delegation will also hold a series of bilateral meetings. 

AZERBAIJAN AND KUWAIT EXPAND ECONOMIC TIES 

Baku, May 22 (AzerTAc). The Azerbaijani-Kuwait business forum was held May 20 in Kuwait with the support of the Azerbaijan`s Ministry of Economic Development, AZPROMO and Azerbaijan`s embassy to Kuwait. 
The event gathered together representatives of 10 Azerbaijani and 20 Kuwait companies, specializing in the fields of industry, agriculture, construction and others. 
Speaking at the event, AZPROMO president Rahim Guseynov spoke about Azerbaijan`s rapid economic development and investment opportunities of the country. 
The forum also discussed prospects for expanding ties between the two countries` enterprises.

3. Culture

AZERBAIJAN, CUBA SIGNS AGREEMENT ON CULTURAL CO-OP

Baku, May 19 (AzerTAc). Within the meeting of Azerbaijan-Cuban Inter-governmental Commission Azerbaijani minister of culture and tourism Abulfaz Garayev and Minister of Trade and Investments of the Republic of Cuba Ricardo Guerrero signed agreement on cultural cooperation, today. 
The agreement envisaged holding joint cultural events, symposiums, fairs, mutual culture days. 

Mr. Garayev stressed the importance of the visit in developing friendly relations between two countries. He also told about his visit to Cuba three months ago. During this visit, parties signed agreement on tourism cooperation. Azerbaijan cultural days are planed to be held in Cuba in February-March, in 2010. 
"We are interested in cooperation in the field of culture, tourism, health, sport ", said Guerrero. 
The second meeting of Azerbaijan-Cuba inter-governmental commission will be held tomorrow. 
4. Sport
AZERI FENCERS CLAIM 5 MEDALS IN INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT

Baku, May 18 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani young fencers have brought home a clutch of five medals from an international tournament in Kutaisi, Georgia. 
As stated, Murad Aliyev gained silver, while Azer Tagiyev, Kanan Aliyev, Farid Mammadov and Ella Khudaverdiyeva won bronze medals.
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