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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES EX-PRESIDENT OF FRENCH SENATE, SENATOR CHRISTIAN PONCELET

Baku, March 16 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received former president of the French Senate, senator Christian Poncelet. 
Senator Christian Poncolet said he is satisfied to visit Azerbaijan. He recalled with much respect his meetings with national leader Heydar Aliyev. He witnessed huge development in Azerbaijan, which had good impression on him. 
President Ilham Aliyev stressed the role of Poncelet in strengthening friendly relations between Azerbaijan and France. Azerbaijani leader expressed confidence that Poncelet will continue to maintain good relations with Azerbaijan.  

AZERBAIJAN`S PRESIDENT RECEIVES MEMBERS OF AD HOC COMMITTEE TO OBSERVE REFERENDUM ON CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS HEADED BY PAUL WILLE, REPRESENTATIVE OF ALLIANCE OF LIBERALS AND DEMOCRATS FOR EUROPE

Baku, March 16 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received members of the Ad hoc Committee to observe the referendum on the constitutional reforms headed by Paul Wille, representative of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe. 
Paul Wille said the aim of their visit is to monitor the March 18 referendum on amendments and supplements to the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
They exchanged views on ongoing democratic development processes and regional issues. 

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN RECEIVES DELEGATION LED BY VICE-SPEAKER OF THE RF FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE FEDERATION ASSEMBLY

Baku, 18 March (AzerTAc). President Ilham Aliyev today received the delegation led by Svetlana Orlova, Vice-Speaker of the RF Federal Council of the Federation Assembly. 
Svetlana Orlova noted high organization of the referendum at the poll stations equipped with web-cameras and other facilities. She said she had observed elections in more than 40 election stations, underlining that participation of over 43 percent of the eligible voters in referendum till 12.00 is a high indicator. 
She also stressed high development processes in Azerbaijan she witnessed during her visit. 
The Head of Azerbaijani state noted high preparation of the elections in the country, emphasizing all-round progress in republic. 
In meeting, noted was successful development of the bilateral relations between Azerbaijan and Russia in diverse fields, including the inter-parliamentary cooperation. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES UNESCO DIRECTOR-GENERAL KOICHIRO MATSUURA

Baku, March 19 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev has received here today Director-
General of UNESCO Koichiro Matsuura. 
The UNESCO chief said he is pleased to be visiting Azerbaijan to attend the opening of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation-organized International Mugham Festival in Baku. 
Koichiro Matsuura praised Azerbaijan`s rapid economic development, saying considerable progress is observed in the cultural sphere as well. 
President Ilham Aliyev said despite the world`s financial crisis Azerbaijan managed to achieve rapid progress in all spheres, including the cultural one. 
The President informed the UNESCO chief about cultural projects implemented in Azerbaijan, pointing out the importance of the International Mugham Festival. 
President Ilham Aliyev expressed confidence Koichiro Matsuura`s Baku visit will contribute to expanding Azerbaijan-UNESCO cooperation. 

AZERBAIJAN PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES FRENCH DELEGATION LED BY MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL TRADE, CO-CHAIR OF FRANCE-AZERBAIJAN JOINT ECONOMIC COMMISSION ANNE-MARIE IDRAC 

Baku, March 19 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received today a French delegation led by Minister of State for External Trade, Co-Chair of the France-Azerbaijan Joint Economic Commission Mrs Anne-Marie Idrac. 
Mrs Anne-Marie Idrac handed over a letter from French President Nicolas Sarkozy to the Azerbaijani leader. She extended the French leader`s greetings to President Ilham Aliyev. 
During the conversation, they expressed satisfaction with relations between the two countries in various fields, in particular political, economic, energy and cultural ones. They pointed out French companies` successful operations in Azerbaijan. 
The Azerbaijani President and French Minister also touched upon the importance of the joint commission`s Baku meeting and expressed confidence the French delegation`s visit would contribute to developing the bilateral relations. 
President Ilham Aliyev asked the French Minister to convey his greetings and best wishes to President Nicolas Sarkozy. 

2. Economy & Energy
BRUSSELS HOSTS CONFERENCE ON "CIVIL SOCIETY DIALOGUE IN THE BLACK SEA REGION AND THE EASTERN PARTNERSHIP COUNTRIES"

Baku, March 18 (AzerTAc). The International Labour Organization (ILO) together with the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) organized a conference on “Civil Society Dialogue in the Black Sea Region and the Eastern Partnership Countries” in Brussels, Belgium. Bringing together about 100 representatives of entrepreneurial, non-governmental organizations, research and regional professional structures from Eastern countries, the conference provided an opportunity to exchange views on civil society contribution to the Eastern Partnership and the Black Sea Synergy initiatives. 
Alakbar Mammadov, head of the Azerbaijan National Confederation of Entrepreneurs (ANCE) delivered a report on the “Role of Entrepreneurial Organizations in Development of Social Dialogue in Azerbaijan”. ANCE president briefed the participants on the problems the organizations face and achievements in the field of strengthening of the social dialogue in the country. 
He also updated the participants on the ANCE activity, its productive relations with other government structures, as well as role of the International Labour Organization in strengthening of the social dialogue in Azerbaijan, influence of the global financial crisis to the social dialogue and other issues.

5TH MEETING OF AZERBAIJAN-FRANCE INTERGOVERNMENTAL ECONOMIC COMMISSION UNDERWAY IN BAKU

Baku, March 19 (AzerTAc). The 5th meeting of the Azerbaijan-France intergovernmental economic commission has commenced here today with an opening remarks of Azerbaijan Minister of Finance Samir Sharifov, who described it as an event aiming to boost development of bilateral ties. 
He said that Azerbaijan pays particular attention to cooperation with France in both bilateral and regional level. “Azerbaijan is cooperating with France in a number of fields, including energy, infrastructure, high technologies and tourism”, the Minister noted. 
He mentioned that in 2008, France was fifth largest partner of Azerbaijan in trade and one of the biggest investors in the country`s economy. 
Mr. Sharifov said the trade between the two states has doubled between since 2004. 
He mentioned that Azerbaijan`s GDP increased 10.8% last year despite the global economic crisis. “The World Bank named the country a top reformer in 2008,” Minister added. 
He also stressed role personal friendship between the two countries` presidents in development of bilateral ties. 
French Minister of State for Foreign trade Anne-Marie Idrac said France will continue to assist Azerbaijan to develop its economy. She said the trade between France and Azerbaijan was 1.8 billion euro last year. The French minister noted that France and Azerbaijan are now working together on a number of projects in various fields, including environment, air transportation, insurance, civil defense, construction, logistics, telecommunication and agriculture. 
The talks also focused on other questions of mutual interest. 

3. Culture

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON MUGHAM COMMENCED IN BAKU

Baku, 18 March (AzerTAc). An international scientific symposium has commenced at the National Museum of Azerbaijan History here today as part of the International Festival “The World of Mugham.” 
Opening the symposium, president of the festival, First Lady of Azerbaijan, president of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, UNESCO and ISESCO Goodwill Ambassador Mehriban Aliyeva said this grandiose event devoted to mugham, one of the brightest pearls of the Azerbaijani culture, will become a new stage in history of this ancient genre of the national musical art. 
She mentioned that this symposium shows how valuable and interesting the mugham is not only for the Azerbaijani culture and science but also for the global music community. 
Also speaking at the opening ceremony were representative of UNESCO Jean During, Vice-President of the International Council for Traditional Music Wim Van Zanten and president of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences Mahmud Karimov. 
At a plenary session, scholars from Azerbaijan, Germany, China, Canada and Tajikistan delivered reports. 
The symposium will end with a “round-table” meeting on March 20. 

4. Sport
AZERI KARATE FIGHTERS CLAIM 3 WORLD MEDALS, INCLUDING 2 GOLDS

Paris, March 19 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani karate fighters have gained 2 gold and 1 bronze medal in the World Pencak Silat and Sindo Ryu Championship in Paris, France. 
The golds came from Tofiq Musayev weighing in at 70 kg and Magami Bayramov at 80 kg, while Samir Ismayilov (over 95 kg) claimed bronze. 
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