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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENTS OF AZERBAIJAN ILHAM ALIYEV HAS PAID THE STATE VISIT TO GREECE.
Athens. February 16 (AzerTAc). Presidents Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan and Karolos Papoulias of Greece have met one-on-one. 
The two leaders expressed satisfaction with developing relations between Azerbaijan and Greece in political, economic and energy spheres. 
It was stressed that the current visit of the Azerbaijani President to Athens would contribute to strengthening bilateral cooperation. 
The presidents expressed confidence that Azerbaijan-Greece relations would continue to develop. 
The two leaders also exchanged views on international and regional issues. 
Following a one-on-one meeting, Presidents Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan and Karolos Papoulias of Greece have met here in the presence of the two countries` delegations. 
President Papoulias stressed the importance of Azerbaijani President`s attending the inauguration of the Turkey-Greece gas pipeline. He noted the present visit would give a kick-start to bilateral ties. 
Greek President said energy ties between the two countries are developing well as well, adding it is important for the regional cooperation. Papoulias expressed his confidence that bilateral relations would continue to develop. 
President Ilham Aliyev expressed satisfaction over development of bilateral relationship. According to him, the documents to be signed during the visit will create a good legal framework for expanding ties in the economic, political, energy and other fields. 
Azerbaijani Leader highlighted Azerbaijan`s role in ensuring energy security in Europe and emphasized the importance of energy cooperation with Greece. 
President Ilham Aliyev recalled his participation in the inauguration of the Turkey-Greece pipeline, adding this pipeline marked the beginning of the new era in Azerbaijan-Greece relations and regional energy cooperation. 
President of Azerbaijan expressed his hope that bilateral ties between the two nations will continue to expand. 
The Presidents underscored the importance of bilateral relations within the framework of Azerbaijan-European Union ties. They noted there is good potential for expanding bilateral ties.

Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev has met here with Greece`s Prime Minister Kostas Karamanlis, our special correspondent reports. 
They expressed satisfaction at the progress made in bilateral relations, especially in the fields of economy and energy. 
The importance of the Azerbaijani leader`s current visit to Greece was stressed during the meeting. 
They said the Azerbaijan-Greece business forum will contribute to establishing relations in concrete areas, and stressed that documents signed between the two countries lay the legal foundations for starting cooperation in various fields, especially in the economic one. 
Both the Azerbaijani President and Greek Premier expressed confidence the bilateral relations will further enhance. 
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES ISESCO DIRECTOR GENERAL

Baku, February 18 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received today Director General of the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri. 
The ISESCO Director General thanked President Ilham Aliyev for the excellent organization of the event devoted to Baku`s proclaiming as capital of Islamic Culture. 
He expressed satisfaction over the fact that numerous representatives from various countries of the world attend the event. He also highly appreciated Baku`s hosting the event. 
Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri noted that the Azerbaijani people make great contribution to world culture and world civilization. He stressed President Ilham Aliyev`s special care for the culture of Azerbaijan. The Director General noted that President of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, UNESCO and ISESCO Goodwill Ambassador Mehriban Aliyeva had done a lot in this sphere, as well. 
President Ilham Aliyev expressed gratitude to Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri for his support for Baku`s selection as the capital of Islamic culture, and stressed importance of this fact for Azerbaijan. 
The Head of State said Baku`s selection as the capital of Islamic culture would create opportunities for world countries including Islamic ones to get more information about ongoing processes in Azerbaijan. 
President Ilham Aliyev expressed confidence that Azerbaijan would further contribute to developing relations among the Islamic countries.
2. Economy & Energy
EMSA EXPERTS VISITING AZERBAIJAN 

Baku, February 17 (AzerTAc). Experts of the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) are visiting Azerbaijan, press service of the State Maritime Administration of the country said. 
The aim of the visit is to define how Azerbaijan is fulfilling its obligations of international conventions. 

3. Culture

"BAKU - THE CAPITAL OF ISLAMIC CULTURE – 2009” CULTURE YEAR OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED 
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV ATTENDS OPENING CEREMONY 

Baku, February 18 (AzerTAc). "Baku - the Capital of Islamic Culture 2009” culture year has been officially launched with a solemn ceremony at the Heydar Aliyev Palace here today. 
Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev and First Lady, President of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, UNESCO and ISESCO Goodwill Ambassador, MP Mrs. Mehriban Aliyeva attended the opening ceremony. 
President Ilham Aliyev addressed the event. 
The ceremony brought together Islamic and European culture and deputy culture ministers, as well as Director-General of the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, ISESCO, Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri. 
Baku was proclaimed the Islamic culture capital for 2009 at the fifth conference of the Organization of the Islamic Conference held in Tripoli, Libya, in 2007. 
Baku will also host the sixth conference of OIC cultural ministers. 
EXHIBITION OF EGYPTIAN ARTISTS AND APPLIED ARTS

Bakı, 20 fevral (AzərTAc). An exhibition of Egyptian artists and applied arts was held at the Architecture and Construction University as part of the Days of Egyptian culture in Azerbaijan. 
Speakers at the event, including Rector Culchohra Mammadova and Prorector Nargiz Abdullayeva praised the level of relations between Azerbaijan and Egypt. 
Director of the Egyptian Culture Center Adel Derwish raised the awareness about Egypt`s culture and education system. 
4. Sport
AFFA SECRETARY GENERAL TO ATTEND UEFA`S COMMITTEE MEETING

Baku, February 16 (AzerTAc). Secretary General of the Association of Football Federations of Azerbaijan (AFFA) Elkhan Mammadov will attend a meeting of UEFA`s Committee for Fair Play and Social Responsibility in Nyon, Switzerland. Meanwhile, last year, Mammadov was elected second deputy chairman of UEFA`s Committee for Fair Play and Social Responsibility. 
His will stay at this post until June 30. 
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