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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN RECEIVES U.S. UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

Baku, February 19 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received U.S. Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs William Burns. 
The President said Azerbaijan and the United States had high-level partner relations in various spheres, and expressed confidence that they will continue to develop. 
The President noted William Burns` current visit would contribute to expanding relationship between the two countries. 
For his part, William Burns said his country attaches great importance to relationship with Azerbaijan, adding Washington is determined to strengthen it. 
They also touched upon the Armenia-Azerbaijan, Nagorno Karabakh conflict, bilateral energy cooperation and regional and international issues. 

 AZERBAIJAN PRESIDENT RECEIVES HEAD OF POLISH NATIONAL SECURITY BUREAU

Baku, February 18 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received head of the Polish National Security Bureau Aleksander Szczyglo. 
Szczyglo conveyed Polish President Lech Kaczynski`s greetings to the Azerbaijani leader. 
He described his current visit as “a good chance” to discuss how to expand “developing” relations between the two countries. 
They noted reciprocal visits by the Azerbaijani and Polish leaders and bilateral friendly relations between the two countries contribute to developing regional cooperation. 
President Ilham Aliyev asked Szczyglo to pass on his greetings to his Polish counterpart. 

2. Economy & Energy
20TH MEETING OF ECO REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL KICKS OFF IN ANTALYA, TURKEY 

Ankara, February 16 (AzerTAc). The 20th Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) Regional Planning Council began in Antalya, Turkey, on Tuesday. 
The event gathered representatives from Azerbaijan, Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Afghanistan. 
Topics of the meeting include increasing the trade volume, implementing new trade projects and expanding passenger carrying capacity within the organization. 
Speaking at the meeting, Secretary General of the ECO Mohammad Yahya Maroofi stressed the importance of commercial cooperation among the member-states. 

The Secretary General stated the organization would continue to support “new” projects on trade and transport fields. 
Turkish State Minister Cevdet Yilmaz said the trade volume of ECO was worth 41.4 billion dollars in 2008 and that this figure represented only 7.1 percent of the global trade volume. 


3. Culture 
FOURTH MEETING OF GUAM WORKING GROUP ON TOURISM HELD IN BAKU 

Baku, February 16 (AzerTAc). The 4th meeting of GUAM working group on tourism held in Baku. 
Head of tourism department of Azerbaijan`s Ministry of Culture and Tourism Aydin Ismayilov welcomed the meeting participants. GUAM Secretary General Valery Chechelashvili briefed about implementation of the protocol of the 3rd meeting and infotour “Georgia-Azerbaijan”. 
The meeting participants focused on joint tourism product elaborated by tour operators of GUAM countries for Japanese tourists. Schedule for 2010 in tourism area, prospects of cooperation with international organizations were also discussed. 
Protocol of the 4th meeting of GUAM was signed.

4. Sport 

AZERI CHESS PLAYER WINS CASPIAN CUP

Baku, February 19 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani chess player Farid Abbasov has come out at top of the table of annual international Caspian Cup tournament in Rasht, Iran. 
Another Azeri player Azer Mirzayev ranked second. 
The Swiss system tournament involved 80 chess players.
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