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1. Official Chronicle
AZERBAIJAN PRESIDENT RECEIVES OSCE MINSK GROUP CO-CHAIRS AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF OSCE CHAIRMAN-IN-OFFICE

Saint Petersburg, June 17 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group – Ambassadors Robert Bradtke of the United States, Bernard Fassier of France and Igor Popov of Russia - as well as Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office Andrzej Kasprzyk. 
The meeting focused on the current state and prospects of the talks on settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. 

2. Economy & Energy
ITALIAN BUSINESSMEN VISIT AZERBAIJAN 

Baku, June 18 (AzerTAc). A group of Italian businessmen led by Azerbaijan`s honorary consul to Genoa Ms. Margarita Kosta visited Baku on June 17-18. 
The delegation members had meetings in the ministries of Industry and Energy, Foreign Affairs, Culture and Tourism, as well as Export and Investment Promotion Foundation and Entrepreneurship Confederation. 
The discussions focused on a number of issues including Azerbaijan`s economic potential, opportunities for economic, trade and cultural cooperation between the two countries. 
The sides underlined the necessity of intensification of bilateral cooperation even more. 
The delegation also included Secretary-General of the Azerbaijan-Italy Chamber of Commerce Ali Nazarov. 
3. Culture 
AZERI MINISTER OF CULTURE AND TOURISM MEETS ITALIAN PRELATE 

Baku, June 16 (AzerTAc). Azeri Minister of Culture and Tourism Abulfaz Garayev met with Gianfranco Ravasi, an Italian prelate, an Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Church, who currently serves in the Roman Curia as President of the Pontifical Council for Culture. Greeting the guest, Abulfas Garayev said Azeri delegates visited Vatican this year in April and famous Azeri mugham singer Alim Gasimov for the first time performed there. The concert of renowned mugham performer took place in the presence of Vatican`s top officials and foreign ambassadors. Prior to the beginning of the concert Gianfranco Ravasi made a speech and introduced members of Azerbaijan delegation. Abulfas Garayev said hopes are high that the first official visit of the President of the Pontifical Council for Culture to Azerbaijan will promote cultural ties between Vatican and Azerbaijan. 
“For us cooperation between Azerbaijan and Vatican has three priority directions: the first one is the unique Azerbaijani culture. We can say that Azerbaijan is the only Muslim country, which is completely open to the world. And we would like to introduce this country to the whole Catholic world. Secondly, we are ready to cooperate with academic structures; we are going to visit Heydar Aliyev Foundation to implement several joint cultural, social and scientific projects. And the third area of our cooperation refers to the Library and Museum of Vatican”, Ravasi said, adding that libraries of Vatican are open to Azerbaijani specialists. “We are interested in financing education of Azerbaijani students to work in the Vatican`s library,” he said. 
He noted he would like to express gratitude to Azerbaijan as it has already implemented several high-level events to promote interreligious dialogue. 

 

4. Sport 

AZERBAIJAN WIN TWO BRONZES AT EUROPEAN KARATE CHAMPIONSHIP

Baku, June 15 (AzerTAc). Two Azerbaijani karate fighters have claimed bronze medals at the European championship in Logrono, Spain. 
The medals came from Etibar Mammadov in the men`s 65kg weight category and Gunay Aliyeva in the women`s 60kg class. 
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