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1. Official Chronicle
MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT OFFICIALLY WELCOMED TO AZERBAIJAN 

Baku, July 15 (AzerTAc). President of Mauritania Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz has today been given an official welcome to Azerbaijan. 
A guard of honor was lined up for the Mauritanian president at the square decorated with the national flags of the two countries. 
Mauritanian President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz was welcomed by Azerbaijan`s President Ilham Aliyev. 
The two presidents inspected a ceremonial Guard of Honor as a military orchestra played the national anthems of Azerbaijan and Mauritania. 
Azerbaijan`s state and government officials were introduced to President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, while members of the Mauritanian delegation to President Ilham Aliyev. 
The presidents then posed for photographs. 

AZERBAIJAN, MAURITANIA SIGN BILATERAL DOCUMENTS

Baku, July 15 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan and Mauritania have today signed several bilateral documents. 
Presidents Ilham Aliyev and Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz signed a joint declaration. 
Azerbaijan`s Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov and Mauritanian Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Mrs. Naha Mint Hamdi Ould Mouknass signed “Agreement on cooperation between the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Azerbaijan Republic and the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Tourism of Mauritania”. 
Azerbaijani Agriculture Minister Ismet Abbasov and Mauritanian Minister of Rural Development Brahim Ould Mbareck Ould Mohamed Elmoktar signed “Agreement on veterinary cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania”, “Agreement on cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania in the field of quarantine and preservation of plants”, and “Agreement on cooperation between the Ministry of Agriculture of Azerbaijan Republic and the Ministry of Rural Development of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania”. 
Azerbaijan`s Minister of Industry and Energy Natig Aliyev and Mauritanian Minister of Economic Affairs and Development Sidi Ould Tah signed “Agreement on cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania in the fields of trade and economy”. 
Azerbaijan`s Minister of Industry and Energy Natig Aliyev and Mauritanian Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Mrs. Naha Mint Hamdi Ould Mouknass signed “Agreement on cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Government of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania in the field of energy”. 

PRESIDENTS OF AZERBAIJAN, MAURITANIA MEET IN PRIVATE 

Baku, July 15 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and President of Mauritania Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz have today had a one-on-one meeting. 
The presidents said the two countries enjoy good potential to develop mutual cooperation. 
They stressed the visit was important in terms of developing the Azerbaijan-Mauritania ties. 
The two leaders discussed bilateral and international issues. 

AZERBAIJAN PRESIDENT RECEIVES PORTUGUESE FM

Baku, July 15 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received a Portuguese delegation led by Foreign Minister Luis Amado. 
The President expressed confidence the Portuguese minister`s visit would mark fruitful discussions on the bilateral relations. The Azerbaijani leader added the visit was important in terms of developing the Azerbaijan-Portugal ties. 
President Ilham Aliyev said the Portuguese FM`s visit would also contribute to expanding the Azerbaijan-European Union cooperation. 
Luis Amado conveyed the Portuguese Premier`s and President`s greetings to the Azerbaijani leader. 
The Foreign Minister said Azerbaijan could be a good partner for Azerbaijan both in the context of the bilateral relations and cooperation with the European Union. 
President Ilham Aliyev asked Luis Amado to extend his greetings to Portugal`s Prime Minister and President. 

2. Economy & Energy
AZERBAIJAN CENTRAL BANK-USAID DISCUSS PROSPECT OF CO-OP

Baku, July 12 (AzerTAc) Elman Rustamov, Chairman of the Central Bank of Azerbaijan, met today the delegation led by Kit Simmons, acting coordinator of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). 
In the meeting, discussed was the current state of and prospects for bilateral ties for co-operation between the Bank and USAID. Mr. Simmons claimed his Organization`s readiness for further partnership with Azerbaijan Central Bank. 
E. Rustamov spoke of the successful development of bilateral relations between CBA and USAID.

AZERI OFFICIAL ATTENDS ICT FORUM IN RUSSIA 

Baku, July 13 (AzerTAc). Azeri Deputy Minister of Communication and Information Technologies Elmir Valizade participated in the forum on information society in Russian city Tver. 
Development of information society in Russia and e-government formation was in the focus of the event. 
Mr. Valizade delivered report on development of the information society in Azerbaijan and programs on formation of e-government. 
The forum participants also familiarized themselves with exhibition dealt with ICT opportunities in health, education, science, culture and other fields.

AZERBAIJANI DELEGATION VISITS SERBIA 

Baku, July 16 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan`s delegation led by economic development minister Shahin Mustafayev visited Serbia on July 12-14 under President Ilham Aliyev`s instructions. 
The delegation included representatives of the ministries of Communication and Information Technology, Defense Industry, State Oil Fund, SOCAR, Azerbaijan State Railway and Export and Investment Promotion Foundation. 
As part of the visit, the delegation met Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic and minister of economy and regional development Mladan Dinkic. 
In the meeting, Cvetkovic thanked the Azerbaijani government for supporting Serbia on Kosovo issue. 

Mustafayev, in turn, thanked the Serbian government for backing Azerbaijan on the Nagorno Karabakh problem. 
The Azerbaijani delegation also met officials of the ministries of Defense, Telecommunications and Information Society, Privatization Agency and Investment and Export Promotion Agency. They also met Serbian businessmen. 
During the meetings, the Serbian officials and businessmen hailed the ongoing development process in Azerbaijan. They also appreciated the hospitality shown to Serbian President Boris Tadic during his visit to Baku. 
The sides noted the two countries had opportunities to expand cooperation in all spheres.  

3. Culture 
AZERI PIANIST TO PERFORM IN GREECE 

Baku, July 11 (AzerTAc). Famous Azerbaijani pianist Farhad Badalbeyli will give a concert in Greece this October. 
Badalbeyli, rector of the Baku Music Academy, told AzerTAc that a proposal for the concert came from the Greek side. 
He said he is now working on the concert`s program, adding it will feature works by Azerbaijani and world composers. 

ALBANIAN TEMPLE DISCOVERED IN DASHKASAN REGION OF AZERBAIJAN

Baku, July 13 (AzerTAc). Albanian temple of the fourth century was discovered in Dashkasan region of Azerbaijan. It is the 53rd historical monument and the 4th Albanian monument in Dashkasan region. 
According to the state program of socio-economic development of the regions, the previous three monuments of Albanian architecture will be restored in near future. 

4. Sport 

AZERI CHESS PLAYER BEATS GEORGIAN RIVAL AT NANA ALEXANDRIA’S CUP-2010 

Baku, July 14 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani chess player Zaur Mammadov has climbed to the 8th spot at international “Nana Alexandria’s Cup-2010” tournament in Georgia, after beating host Madona Bokuchava in the 3rd round. 
Mammadov now has 2.5 pts. 
The 4th round will pit Mammadov against Armenian Tigran Kotanian. 
The Swiss system tournament brings together 57 players, including 6 grandmasters. 

AZERBAIJANI BOXERS SCOOP FOUR MEDALS AT UKRAINE INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT

Baku, July 16 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani boxers have won four medals at the 44th Class A international tournament, Makar Mazay memorial, in Mariupol, Ukraine. 
Silver medal was won by Elnur Zeynalov (under 57 kg) while bronze medals came from Afsun Hasanov (48 kg), Kamran Mehdiyev (81 kg) and Azer Mammadov (91 kg) 
The tournament brought together over 100 boxers from Azerbaijan, Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Estonia, Belarus, Moldova, Tunis, Georgia. 
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