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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES OSCE MG CO-CHAIRS 
President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan on 14 January received the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs Yuri Merzlyakov (Russia), Bernard Fassier (France), Matthew Bryza (US) and Special Envoy of the OSCE Chairman-In-Office Andzey Kasprzyk. 
In meeting, discussed were issues connected to current situation of the talks related to settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan, Nagorno Karabakh conflict. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES US SENATOR RICHARD LUGAR 

Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev received Sunday the US delegation led by Senator Richard Lugar. 
President Ilham Aliyev stressed Azerbaijan-US relations are rapidly developing in all fields. 
He stressed he believes Richard Lugar’s visit will help develop the two countries` partnership in strategically important spheres. 
The Azerbaijani leader praised Senator Richard Lugar’s supporting Azerbaijan. 
He expressed confidence Azerbaijan-US cooperation will further enhance, making a contribution to the regional security. 
Richard Lugar said the United States and Azerbaijan have strong partnership relations. 
He praised Azerbaijan’s active participation in the US-led anti-terror coalition. 
The US Senator emphasized President Ilham Aliyev`s role in Azerbaijan’s development. 
Richard Lugar said his visit will give him a good opportunity to closer familiarize himself with the country’s development processes. 

2. Economy & Energy

AZERBAIJAN RANKS 61ST IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INDEX OF GOLDEN SACHS 

According to economic development index by Goldman Sachs, Azerbaijan ranks 61st among 170 countries, taking the lead over CIS countries. 
The list placed Ukraine 71st, Russia 81st, Armenia 82nd and Georgia 100th. 
Along with macroeconomic indicators of the countries, the index reflects socio-political parameters, including the application of computer, phone and Internet, as well as level of secondary education, average longevity, supremacy of law and political stability.

NEW INTERNATIONAL TRADE SEAPORT PROJECT DISCUSSED

A meeting of a working group for the new International Trade Seaport project presided over by Deputy Minister Musa Panahov has discussed the project, Ministry’s department chief Sadraddin Mammadov said. The new seaport is to be built by Korean GS Engineering & Construction company in the Alat settlement. 
Experts of the working group representing Caspian State Shipping Company, Baku International Trade Seaport, State Maritime Administration and Transport Ministry presented their proposals to the Korean side. 
Korean company will scrutinize the proposals and submit the final version of the project to the Ministry. 
The project`s working group will continue working to process the documents concerning 400 hectares of land in the Alat settlement and stick with the action plan. 
Department chief said construction of the seaport will begin in April. 
The seaport from Baku to Alat settlement will be transferred in three stages. The first stage will cover 2008-2011, second one 2011-2013 and third one 2013-2015. The new seaport will be constructed at the expense of the state budget and foreign loans. 
The seaport will have the capacity to handle 11.6 million tons of cargo in 2015. 

ASHKHABAD HOSTS 1ST MEETING OF AZERBAIJAN-TURKMENISTAN INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMISSION FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

The 1st meeting of Azerbaijan-Turkmenistan intergovernmental commission for economic cooperation was held Thursday in Ashkhabad. 
The Governmental delegation led by the First Vice-Premier of Azerbaijan Yagub Eyyubov and Turkmen Vice-Premier Khidir Saparliyev took part in the meeting of the joint intergovernmental commission on cooperation between Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan in economic and humanitarian fields. 
During the meeting, the speakers noted that both countries are ready to develop cooperation in the fields of energy, trade and humanitarian spheres. 
The meeting also discussed the issues on developing of cooperation in the fields of transport and information, environment protection and others. 
The sides assured that the meeting in Ashkhabad will play an important role to strengthen cooperation on equal rights. 
On the sidelines of the meeting, the parties signed a protocol on strengthening of cooperation between Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan in the economic and humanitarian fields. 
The next meeting of the Commission is expected to be held in Baku. 

3. Culture
EXHIBITION OF AZERBAIJANI AND GERMAN ARTISTS OPENS IN BERLIN 

The exhibition of works by Azerbaijani artist Shamo Abbasov and German Axel Gundrum opened at the “Berlin-Baku gallery” in Berlin. 
The exhibition includes approximately 30 works. 
Speaking at the opening ceremony, Head of the Berlin Ethnographic museum’s “South region and Eurasia” department Markus Schindlbeck, touched upon the activity of both artists. 
The Berlin-Baku gallery was opened in November last year by German artist-designer Ibrahim Ahrari and honored worker of arts, Azerbaijani Emin Mammadov. 
The gallery is organizing joint exhibitions of German and Azerbaijani artists, sculptors and other workers of art. 

AZERBAIJANI CARPETS AND GOBELINS TO BE DEMONSTRATED IN PARIS AND MOSCOW

At the organizational support of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, State Museum of Azerbaijan Carpet and Applied Art named after Latif Kerimov and the Union of Artists, the exhibition of Azerbaijan carpets and gobelins will be held in Paris and Moscow this year, Chief of the Azerbaijan Painters Union’s Graphic Arts Department, Honored Artist Anvar Garayev said. 
The exhibitions to be held April in Paris and June in Moscow will feature the carpets by Eldar Mikailov, Mammadhuseyn Huseynov, Ogtay Murtuzayev and gobelins by Anvar Garayev, Hatam Yusifov and others. 

4. Sport

AZERBAIJANI FUTSAL TEAM BEATS GEORGIA

Azerbaijani nationals won second game on international futsal tournament in Baku, January 16. The Azerbaijani national futsal players secured a 3:1 win over Georgia in the tournament. 
Azerbaijan’s national futsal team “Baku” comprising players of Azeri clubs “TT”, “Garabag Veteranlari” and “Sumgayit” faced with Kazakhstan. The Kazakh beat Azerbaijan 1-0. 
Next round of games are expected on January 18.
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