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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS HIS BULGARIAN COUNTERPART GEORGI PARVANOV 

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev had a one-on-one meeting on Monday with President of Bulgaria Georgi Parvanov at the Presidential Palace in Baku. 
The Presidents said bilateral relations are being developed successfully in all areas, including in the political, economic and cultural fields and that Azerbaijan and Bulgaria have huge prospects for further expansion of relations. 
Importance of reciprocal visits by the Heads of States was stressed at the meeting. The Presidents also exchanged views on regional and international affairs. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVED DELEGATION OF MARMARA GROUP 

President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan received delegation of the Turkish Marmara Group Strategic and Social Research Foundation, headed by Akkan Suver, 12 March. 
In meeting, focused was successful development of the Azerbaijani-Turkish relations, expressed confidence for further continuation of these ties. 

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN RECEIVES GEORGIAN PREMIER

President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan today at the President Office received the Prime Minister of Georgia Vladimir Gurgenidze. 
In meeting, focused were the intensively developing relations between two countries in all fields, including in the field of economy, emphasized was the use of mutual visits, further cooperation prospects. 
2. Economy & Energy

AZERBAIJAN MINISTER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MEETS DELEGATION OF TURKISH INVESTMENT COMPANY 

Azerbaijan`s Minister of Economic Development Heydar Babayev met Tuesday with delegation of Is Investment Company, including chairman of the Board of Directors Ozcan Turkak, general director Ilhami Koc and manager for International capital markets Ilkay Dalkilic, the press service of the Ministry said. 
Turkak said Is Investment was established in 1996 by the Turkish Is Bank to offer corporative, financial, brokerage, trade and investment management services to local and foreign companies. 
He added the Is Investment has been cooperating with Azerbaijan for 5 years keeping close watch on reforms conducted in the country. 
He said the company is interested in establishing relations with private organizations in Azerbaijan, adding the aim of the visit is to learn existing opportunities for expanding relations. 
The Chairman stressed the Turkish Is Bank wants to open its Baku branch to strengthen relations with Azerbaijan. 
Babayev, in turn, informed the delegation about favorable business environment in Azerbaijan. 
Babayev stressed President Ilham Aliyev`s order to create a single window system for entrepreneurs. 
The Minister called the delegation to expand bilateral relations in order to benefit from Azerbaijan`s favorable business environment. 

CONSTRUCTION OF BTK NEW RAILWAY TO BE RESUMED LATE APRIL-EARLY MAY 

Construction of the new Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway will be resumed in late April-early May, director of the Marabda-Karsakhi railway LLC Ramaz Giorgadze said. 
Construction remains on schedule despite the short break caused by the heavy snowfall. 
Giorgadze said $23 mln was transferred to Azerinshaatservice company`s account. 
Construction work in the Georgian section of the Baku-Kars railway is scheduled to be completed by late 2009. 

3. Culture
2008- YEAR OF AZERBAIJAN’S CULTURE IN GERMANY

On March 6, the first media conference devoted to the cultural program “Year of Azerbaijan in Germany in 2008” was held in Berlin, Azerbaijan’s embassy to Germany said. 
The conference was attended by Azerbaijan’s Deputy Minister of Culture Adalat Veliyev, ambassador Parviz Shahbazov, “Dr. Gabriele Mints - Projects Development” Company’s president Ms. Gabriele Mints and Azerbaijan’s art workers, including famous Azerbaijani pianist, composer and jazz singer Aziza Mustafazade. 
The conference was chaired by the well-known German writer W. Kaminer. 
Addressing the conference Deputy Culture Minister Adalat Veliyev updated the journalists on the rich and ancient Azerbaijan’s culture, stressing that conducting of such important events will further boost fruitful cooperation between the two countries. 
He also noted that cooperation between Azerbaijan and Germany in the political, economic and cultural fields are dynamically developing. 
The second media conference devoted to the Azerbaijan’s year is scheduled to be held March 26. 
The conference brought together over 40 journalists of Germany. 
The cultural year is organized at the initiative of the Azerbaijan government, including Azerbaijan’s Minister of Culture and Tourism and Azerbaijan’s embassy to Germany

4. Sport

UEFA ALLOTS MEANS TO BUILD FOOTBALL ACADEMY IN AZERBAIJAN

The UEFA will allot means for construction of the football academy in Azerbaijan. A part of the funds will be transferred to the budget of the Association of Football Federations of Azerbaijan in the near two months, AFFA said. 
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