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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES COMMANDER OF TURKISH GENDARMERIE 

Baku, March 9 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has today received army general Atilla Isik, Commander of the Turkish Gendarmerie. 
Isik said he is satisfied that Azerbaijan is the first country he visited since he has been appointed the commander of Gendarmerie. He stressed Azerbaijan-Turkey friendly and brotherly relations are constantly developing. He pointed out that cooperation between Turkish Gendarmerie and respective Azerbaijani bodies had been expanded. According to Atilla Isik, this cooperation help strengthen ties between the two countries. 
The Head of State stressed the importance of Isik`s choosing Azerbaijan as the first country to visit. The President said friendly relations between the two countries are successfully developing in a variety of fields. President Ilham Aliyev expressed his confidence that meetings held during Atilla Isik`s visit to Azerbaijan would help expand cooperation between the Turkish Gendarmerie and Azerbaijan`s respective bodies. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES PRESIDENT AND CEO OF RWE 

Baku, March 9 (AzerTAc). Ilham Aliyev, President of Azerbaijan has today received Jurgen Grossman, President and CEO of RWE, German electric power and natural gas public utility company. 
Jurgen Grossman briefed Azerbaijani leader about the RWE, which opened its office in Azerbaijan, adding all conditions were created for foreign companies to operate in Azerbaijan. Grossman said the company is keen on cooperating with Azerbaijan in the energy sector. He said RWE intends to work as a reliable partner in Azerbaijan. 
The Head of State expressed hope that talks and meetings that delegation of RWE held in Azerbaijan would be effective. 
Discussions also revolved around the prospects for cooperation between RWE and respective Azerbaijani organizations. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV OFFICIALLY WELCOMED IN TEHRAN 

Tehran, March 10 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev was officially welcomed here on Tuesday. Following the welcoming ceremony, Presidents Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran have met here in private. 
Successful development of bilateral relations between the two countries in a variety of fields including political, economic and humanitarian ones was stressed at the meeting. 
Both leaders agreed that Azerbaijani President`s official visit to Iran would help expand bilateral ties. 
The sides expressed confidence that Azerbaijan-Iran relations would continue to strengthen. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS TURKISH COUNTERPART ABDULLAH GUL IN TEHRAN

Tehran, March 11 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev met Wednesday with his Turkish counterpart Abdullah Gul in Tehran. 
They said relations between the two countries were successfully developing in various spheres. 
The Presidents underlined that development of Azerbaijan-Turkey relationship contributes to strengthening regional cooperation. 
They also expressed confidence that bilateral relations would further continue to expand. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES RUSSIAN FM 

Baku, March 12 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev here today received Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergey Lavrov and his accompanying delegation. 
President Ilham Aliyev pointed out that mutual understanding and active cooperation existing between the two countries` leaderships, governmental bodies, including the ministries of foreign affairs contribute to fostering the dynamic development of bilateral relations. 
According to the Azerbaijani leader, all this encourages strengthening of bilateral relations, increase in mutual trade and exerting joint efforts to ensure large-scale regional cooperation in various areas. 
President Ilham Aliyev expressed hope that results of this visit by the Russian Foreign Minister will foster further development of bilateral cooperation on the base of the principles of friendship and strategic partnership as defined by the two countries` leaders in the course of the last year`s visit by the Russian President to Azerbaijan. 
Sergey Lavrov said during the visit he had had very fruitful discussions on the trends highlighted by the two countries` presidents. 

10TH ECO SUMMIT MEETING HELD IN TEHRAN
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV ATTENDED SUMMIT

Baku, March 12 (AzerTAc). The 10th summit meeting of heads of ECO member countries was held in Tehran. President Ilham Aliyev participated in the meeting on March 11. 
Following the 10th summit meeting, President of Iran Mahmoud Ahmadinejat hosted a reception in honor the heads of states and governments. 
After the meeting behind the closed doors, ECO awards were presented in eight fields. Award winners were selected among 50 candidates nominated by ECO member countries. 
President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev awarded Tajik academician Talbak Nazarov for his contribution to the economic field. 
Azerbaijani scientist Vagif Abbasov was awarded for his contribution to the science and engineering. 
Then, the heads of states, prime ministers and other high-level officials signed the ECO 10th summit stamp and posed for photographs together. 
President of Iran Mahmoud Ahmadinejat spoke at the event. He praised President Ilham Aliyev`s activity during his ECO presidency. He stressed ECO became more active thanks to Azerbaijani leader`s efforts. Ahmadinejat noted Tehran declaration would help expand ECO`s activity and called on member countries to combine their efforts to achieve this

2. Economy & Energy
MOLDAVIAN FINANCE MINISTER IN BAKU

Baku, March 12 (AzerTAc). Moldova`s Finance Minister Mariana Durlesteanu has arrived in Baku today for a working visit. 
Durlesteanu`s visit is aimed at familiarizing herself with ongoing economic and financial reforms in Azerbaijan. She will also hold talks on what the government is doing to reduce the impact of global financial crisis on the country`s economy. 
Durlesteanu already met Finance Minister Samir Sharifov to discuss prospects for expanding bilateral cooperation between the two ministries. 

US EUROPEAN COMMAND HOLDS CONFERENCE “TRANSPORT COOPERATION” IN BAKU 

Baku, 13 March (AzerTAc). A conference “Transport cooperation” organized by the United States European Command (USEUCOM) took place in Baku. Development of the transport sector in Azerbaijan, implementation of the various projects were in the focus of conference. 
The event brought together representatives from Azerbaijan`s Transport Ministry, “Avtonagliyyatservis” Department, “Azeryolservice” JSC and specialists from Georgia and Turkey. Head of the administration of Transport Ministry Javid Nacafov briefed participants on development of the transport sector in the country. The attendees were informed about the US Defense Logistics Agency, European Command and Transportation Command. 

3. Culture

TURKIC ASHYGS GATHER IN TURKEY 

Ankara, March 9 (AzerTAc). Ashygs (folk singers) from Turkic-speaking countries gathered in Turkey as part of the Turksoy`s and Turkey`s TRT channel`s project. 
Ashygs from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan met with director general of Turksoy Dusen Kaseinov. 
Ashygs appeared on TRT channel and performed in the province of Chorum and Ankara`s Gazi University. 
From March 9 through 12, the Ancient Musical Instrument Ensemble of the Azerbaijan State Musical Culture Museum will also be visiting Turkey as part of this project. 

RUSSIAN INFORMATION AND CULTURE CENTER OPENS IN BAKU 

Baku, March 12 (AzerTAc). The Russian Information and Culture Center has been officially inaugurated here today, with Foreign Ministers Elmar Mammadyarov of Azerbaijan and Sergey Lavrov of Russia in attendance. 
Speaking at the opening ceremony, Lavrov described the event as “another step towards developing the bilateral humanitarian relations”. 
He expressed satisfaction with the level of overall relationship between Azerbaijan and Russia. 
The Russian Foreign Minister also thanked the Azerbaijani government for assistance in opening the center. 
Azeri FM Elmar Mammadyarov stressed nationwide leader Heydar Aliyev`s role in developing Azerbaijan-Russia humanitarian relations. 
Mammadyarov introduced Nargiz Pashayeva, Rector of the Moscow State University`s Baku branch, to Sergey Lavrov. 
The inauguration ceremony saw attendance of Azerbaijani officials, diplomats as well as head of Baku and All-Caspian Orthodox Eparchy father Alexander, head of the Russian community in Azerbaijan Mikhail Zabelin and Ataman (head) of the Azerbaijani Cossacks Viktor Mereshkin. 

4. Sport
AZERI WRESTLERS CLAIM FIVE MEDALS IN VARNA

Baku. 10 March (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani Greco-roman wrestlers have brought home a clutch of five medals, including two golds from an international tournament in Varna, Bulgaria. 
Gold medals came from Orkhan Ahmadov (55 kg) and Rustam Aliyev (66 kg).
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