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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES FOREIGN MINISTER OF LITHUANIA

Baku, April 7 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has received here today Foreign Minister of Lithuania Vygaudas Usackas and his accompanying delegation. 
The Head of State said bilateral relations between Azerbaijan and Lithuania are developing successfully in a variety of fields. President Ilham Aliyev stressed the importance of Minister`s visit to Azerbaijan, adding it will contribute to bilateral relations. 
Usackas said Baku made good impression on the Lithuanian delegation. According to Usackas, the fact that Baku was designated the capital of the Islamic culture and Vilniues was awarded a title of European Capital of Culture will help expand cultural ties between the two countries.

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN RECEIVES FRENCH CO-CHAIR OF OSCE MINSK GROUP

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has received today Bernard Fassier, French Co-chair of the OSCE Minsk group. 
Settlement of Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict over Nagorno Karabakh was discussed at the meeting. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES DELEGATION LED BY PACE MONITORING COMMITTEE`S CO-RAPPORTEURS ANDREAS HERKEL AND EVGUENIA JIVKOVA 

Baku, April 8 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan`s President Ilham Aliyev today has received a delegation led by PACE Monitoring Committee`s co-rapporteurs on the country Andreas Herkel (Estonia) and Evguenia Jivkova (Bulgaria). 
During the talks, they exchanged views on implementation of democratic development processes in Azerbaijan. 
They also discussed current state and prospects for cooperation between Azerbaijan and the Council of Europe.

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES DELEGATION LED BY EU SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR SOUTH CAUCASUS PETER SEMNEBY 

Baku, April 8 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev today has received a delegation led by European Union Special Representative for the South Caucasus Peter Semneby. 
Semneby conveyed greetings of EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana to the Azerbaijani leader. 
Semneby informed the President about the meetings he held in Baku. The EU Special Representative described Azerbaijan-European Union ties as “close”. 
The Head of State expressed confidence Azerbaijan-EU relations will further develop. 
President Ilham Aliyev asked Semneby to deliver his greetings to EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana.
PRESIDENTS ILHAM ALIYEV AND VIKTOR YUSHCHENKO MEET IN PRIVATE 

Baku, April 9 (AzerTAc). Presidents Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan and Viktor Yushchenko of Ukraine today had a one-on-one meeting here following the official welcoming ceremony of the Ukrainian leader. 
The two presidents expressed satisfaction at development of the Azerbaijan-Ukraine relations in all fields. 
They stressed the role of high-level reciprocal visits in expanding the bilateral relations. 
They also said documents to be signed during the current visit will lay foundations for deepening the Azerbaijan-Ukraine relations. 
The presidents expressed hope the relations between the two countries would further expand. 

AZERBAIJAN, UKRAINE SIGN BILATERAL DOCUMENTS 

Baku, April 9 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan and Ukraine have signed here several bilateral documents following the first meeting of the Council of the Azerbaijani and Ukrainian Presidents. 
Presidents Ilham Aliyev and Viktor Yushchenko signed “The plan of action on the Azerbaijan-Ukraine cooperation for 2009-2010”. 
Governor of Azerbaijan`s city of Ganja Eldar Azizov and head of the State administration of Ukraine`s Volynsk region Nikolay Romanyuk signed an agreement on trade, economic, scientific, technical and cultural cooperation between the Government of Ganja and State administration of Volynsk. 
Azerbaijan`s Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov and Ukraine`s acting Foreign Minister Vladimir Khandogiy signed a 2009-2010 plan of action to conduct consultations on topical issues concerning bilateral and multilateral cooperation between the foreign ministries of Azerbaijan and Ukraine. 
Azerbaijan`s Minister of National Security Eldar Mahmudov and chief of Ukraine`s Foreign Intelligence Service Nikolay Malomuzh signed an agreement on cooperation between the Azerbaijani Ministry of National Security and Ukrainian Foreign Intelligence Service. 
Azerbaijan`s Minister of Communication and Information Technologies Ali Abbasov and first deputy director general of Ukraine`s National Space Agency Valery Komarov signed a framework agreement on cooperation between the Azerbaijani Government and Ukraine`s Cabinet of Ministers on the peaceful uses and research of outer space. 
Azerbaijan`s Defense Minister Safar Abiyev and Ukraine`s Defense Minister Yuri Yekhanurov signed a protocol between the Government of Azerbaijan and Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine to make amendments to an agreement on military and technical cooperation between the Azerbaijani and Ukrainian governments. 
Azerbaijan`s Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov and Ukraine`s acting Foreign Minister Vladimir Khandogiy signed minutes of the meeting of the Council of the Azerbaijani and Ukrainian Presidents.

2. Economy & Energy
BAKU HOSTS AZERBAIJAN-LITHUANIA FORUM 

Baku, April 7 (AzerTAc). The Azerbaijan-Lithuania business forum commenced Tuesday. Event is co-organized by the Lithuanian embassy in Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan Export and Investment Promotion Foundation and Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Lithuania. 
The forum is being held during Lithuanian Foreign Minister Vygaudas Usackas`s visit to Azerbaijan. The event brought together some 20 Lithuanian and over 30 Azerbaijani businessmen engaged in agriculture, transport, engineering, construction. 
The forum participants will discuss Azerbaijan-Lithuania economic cooperation.

MEMO ON “AZERBAIJAN, TURKEY AND GEORGIA ENERGY BRIDGE” PROJECT SIGNED IN TBILISI

Tbilisi, April 9 (AzerTAc). “Azerenergy” Company of Azerbaijan, the State Power System of Georgia and the Power Energy Transmission Corporation of Turkey signed a Memorandum on mutual understanding within the Azerbaijan-Georgia-Turkey energy bridge project. 
The joint Energy Bridge project is financed by the USAID. 
As stated, the Working Group will prepare the work of high-voltage networks in all three countries and will realize the identification of investment in terms of regional prospects, which will help improve capacity of the network and the exchange and sale of electricity. This will improve security of the entire system. 
Vice-president of Azerenergy Company of Azerbaijan Marlen Asgarov spoke of the importance of the project in defining perspectives of energy systems of these countries

3. Culture

AZERBAIJAN EXHIBITION OPENS IN VATICAN 

Baku, April 8 (AzerTAc). The “Customs on guard of the cultural heritage” exhibition of Azerbaijan has been opened in Cancelleria Apostolica in Vatican, Azerbaijan Embassy said. The exhibition was organized by Azerbaijani Embassy in Vatican and the State Customs Committee of Azerbaijan. 
A number of national cultural and historic works found and confiscated by the customs officers were displayed at the exhibition. 
The chairman of the Azerbaijan Customs Committee Aydin Aliyev and Vatican customs officers attended the Exhibition. 
The opening ceremony was followed by a concert program performed by Azerbaijani musicians. 
The head of the Vatican Province Cardinal Giovanni Lajolo, the Azerbaijani Ambassador to Vatican Elchin Amirbeyov, the ambassadors accredited to the country, the members of the Azerbaijani Diaspora also participated in the opening ceremony of exhibition. 
The exhibition will end on April 8.

4. Sport
AZERI KARATE FIGHTERS CLAIM FOUR EUROPEAN MEDALS

Kiev, April 10 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani karate fighters have brought home four medals from the European championship in Kiev which brought together nearly 1000 athletes from 29 countries. 
The only gold medal came from Munis Tahirov weighing in at 55 kg. Vagif Jafarov claimed silver in the 60kg weight category, while Sadig Hasanov weighing in at 65 kg and Etibar Mammadov at 70 kg won bronze.

Information source: State Telegraph Agency of the Republic of Azerbaijan (www.azertag.com)
_1148299023.bin

