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Weekly News-Letter 
1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES CHAIRMAN OF US HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON EUROPE ROBERT WEXLER 

Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev received Wednesday the US delegation led by Robert Wexler, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Europe within the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 
Robert Wexler said the United States and Azerbaijan are close strategic partners, and that they are rapidly developing their relations in all fields. 
President Ilham Aliyev stressed Azerbaijan-US relations are successfully developing. 
The Azerbaijani leader said he believes Robert Wexler`s visit will be a good opportunity to eyewitness development processes in Azerbaijan and will contribute to the enhancement of the bilateral ties. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES TELIASONERA PRESIDENT LARS NYBERG

Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev received Thursday President of TeliaSonera Lars Nyberg and his accompanying delegation. 
The Azerbaijani leader stressed cooperation between TeliaSonera and its counterparts in Azerbaijan is successfully developing. 
President Ilham Aliyev pointed to his country`s great achievements in telecommunications sphere. 
Lars Nyberg said during its more than ten-year activity in Azerbaijan, TeliaSonera has done much to create modern telecommunications infrastructure in the country. 

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN RECEIVES DELEGATION OF US CONGRESS 

President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan on 10 January received the delegation headed by Bill Schuster, co-chair of the working group on Azerbaijan at the US House of Representatives of Congress. 
Head of the Azerbaijan State noted active and successful cooperation between the two countries in diverse fields. Bilateral relations and mutual activity on different levels promote expansion of strong partnership ties between Azerbaijan and the United States, the President emphasized. The two countries are allies and partners, he said. Speaking of the ongoing development processes in the country, President of Azerbaijan said Azerbaijan’s positions have considerably strengthened in region. He expressed confidence the current visit would also contribute widening of partnership relations. 
Mr. Bill Schuster, in his turn, noting importance of the current visit of the US delegation to partner country, highly assessed active participation of Azerbaijan in the anti-terror coalition, the mission of Azerbaijani peacekeepers they implement in Iraq and Afghanistan. He also stressed importance of the partnership of Azerbaijan in the energy sphere

2. Economy & Energy

GOVERNMENT OF AZERBAIJAN AND MICROSOFT COMPANY TO SIGN AGREEMENT 

Azerbaijan’s Minister of Communication and Information Technologies Ali Abbasov met with the representative of Microsoft Company Mrs. Veronika Prikrilova, the Ministry’s press-service said. 
The sides discussed draft agreement about the strategic cooperation to be signed between the government of Azerbaijan and the Microsoft Company. 

BAKU HOSTS AZERBAIJAN-BELARUS BUSINESS FORUM

Azerbaijan-Belarus Business Forum organized by Azerbaijan Investment and Export Promotion Foundation (AZPROMO) today has taken place in Hyatt Regency Hotel. 
Addressing the meeting, Azeri Deputy Minister of Economic Development Niyazi Safarov told of successful development of socio-economic area in the country. Mr. Safarov underlined that currently Azerbaijan takes leading position in GDP growth. In 2006, GDP grew by 34,5%. Deputy Minister informed about the reforms being implemented in non-oil sector and agriculture area of the country. Mr. Safarov emphasized that official visit of Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev to Belarus, in October 2006 gave an impetus to development of the economic cooperation between the two countries. He added that Azerbaijan is ready to all-round cooperation with Belarus. 
Belarus First Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Food Mrs. Nadezhda Kotkovets told of reforms being implemented in agriculture area of the country. Mrs. Kotkovets noted that it is necessary to joint efforts to even more expand the relations between the two countries. 
Belarus Ambassador to Azerbaijan Nikolay Pastkevich underlined that documents signed during the official visits of Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev to Belarus, in October 2006 and President Alexander Lukashenko to Azerbaijan, in May 2007 and participation of over 50 Belarus companies at Baku national exhibition played an important role in enhancing cooperation between the two countries. 
Head of AZPROMO Emil Majidov and Chairman of “Belkoopsoyuz” Board of Directors Ivan Makovski told of investment milieu and business opportunities of the two countries. 
The forum rounded off with the bilateral meetings of Azerbaijan and Belarus businessmen

3. Sport

AZERBAIJAN BOXING CHAMPIONSHIP TO START

Azerbaijan Boxing championship will start in Baku Sunday, press service of the Ministry of Youth and Sport said. 
The championship will gather fighters from various cities and regions of the country. 
Best boxers will be included in the national team`s squad, which will compete in two Beijing 2008 qualifying tournaments. 
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