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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES EU TROIKA 

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received Monday the Slovenian Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel-led Ministerial EU Troika also including European Commissioner for External Relations and European Neighborhood Policy, Benita Ferrero-Waldner. 
The Head of State stressed EU Troika`s visit to the region would open up new opportunities for development of cooperation. He said Azerbaijan-EU relationship is successfully developing in a variety of fields. Azerbaijani leader said he is hopeful that this visit would help consolidate the progress achieved and discuss prospects for future cooperation. 
Rupel expressed his intention to meet Azerbaijani friends and counterparts during the Baku trip. According to him, the delegation also includes EU Special Representative for the Southern Caucasus, Ambassador Peter Semneby and other officials. 
The meeting focused on prospects for Azerbaijan-EU cooperation in various fields and Azerbaijan-Armenia conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES US DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR ACADEMIC PROGRAMS THOMAS FARRELL

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev received US Deputy Assistant Secretary for Academic Programs Thomas Farrell on Wednesday. 
Thomas Farrell said during his current trip he eye-witnessed Azerbaijan`s great development since his previous visits to the country. 
He said he is well aware of President Ilham Aliyev-led efforts to build civil society in Azerbaijan. 
President Ilham Aliyev said Azerbaijan made great progress in last few years. 
They also stressed Azerbaijan-US relations are successfully developing in all areas, and said there are good prospects for enhancing bilateral cooperation. 

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN RECEIVES PACE MONITORING COMMITTEE CO-RAPPORTEURS 

President Ilham Aliyev received PACE Monitoring Committee co-rapporteurs Andreas Herkel and Yevgeniya Zhivkova, February 6. 
President of Azerbaijan and the co-rapporteurs had exchange of views on numerous questions concerning cooperation of PACE and Azerbaijan, as well as issues connected with the current visit of co-rapporteurs. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES SAUDI AMBASSADOR 

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received February 8 Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to Azerbaijan Ali Hasan Ahmad Jafar on expiry of his diplomatic mission. 
Ilham Aliyev said bilateral relations between Azerbaijan and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia had successfully developed in various fields, as well as in political, economic spheres during the Saudi Arabian ambassador’s tenure in Azerbaijan. 
The Azerbaijani President mentioned his visits to Saudi Arabia and emphasized these visits are useful and important in terms of expansion of bilateral relations. 
Wishing successes to the Ambassador, the President awarded Ali Hasan Ahmad Jafar with “Shohret” Order for his contribution in developing friendship and cooperation between Azerbaijan and Saudi Arabia. 
The Ambassador said the order honored him very much. 
He expressed gratitude to the President of Azerbaijan for his attention and stressed he will always continue friendly relations with Azerbaijan

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN RECEIVES PACE SUBCOMMITTEE FOR NAGORNO KARABAKH

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received February 8 Lord Russel-Johnston, Chairman of the PACE Subcommittee for Nagorno Karabakh. 
In meeting, focused were issues concerning cooperation between Azerbaijan and PACE, as well as settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. 

2. Economy & Energy

AZERBAIJAN AND TURKEY EXPAND TIES IN ALL FIELDS 

Milli Majlis (Parliament of Azerbaijan) of Azerbaijan confirmed some documents, envisaging further development of strategic partnership, trade exchange between Azerbaijan and Turkey, as well as ties in economic, political, cultural, tourist, transport and other fields. 
The documents include laws signed November 6, 2007 in Baku – “Adoption of joint declaration between Republics of Azerbaijan and Turkey”, “Adoption of program on long-term economic cooperation between Azerbaijan and Turkey and plan of execution” and “Adoption of agreement on partnership and cooperation between governments of Azerbaijan and Turkey”. 
Ziyad Samedzade, chairman of the parliamentary commission for the economic policy stated that these documents play important role in further expansion of ties between the state and private structures of the two fraternal nations, as well as in transportation of energy carriers of Caspian to the world market, on issues of energy security of Azerbaijan and Turkey, realization of global projects and in strengthening of combat against terrorism and separatism.

COORDINATION COUNCIL FOR BAKU-TBILISI-KARS RAILWAY PROJECT TO GET TOGETHER ON 12 FEBRUARY 

The Coordination Council for the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars (BTK) Railway Project will get together on 12 February, according to the Ministry of Transport of Azerbaijan. 
The meeting is expected to discuss work underway in Georgia, construction of train station in its Akhalkalaki region, and budget for 2008. 
Activities in Georgia began on 21 November 2007, and include construction of a new 25-km long railway, re-construction of a 160-km section, and wheel change-out point on the Turkey’s border. 
Construction activities in Georgia are carried out by Azeri company “Azerinshaatservis”. 
For construction of the Georgian section of the BTK, Azerbaijan has lent to Georgia’s Marabda-Kartsakhi Railway Ltd. a 25-year term loan of $200 million with a 1 percent interest rate. 
The $600 million deal on construction of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway was signed by Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey in February 2007. 
The railway is scheduled for completion by 2009 

AZERBAIJANI DELEGATION ATTENDS GLOBAL LEADERS FORUM

Azerbaijani delegation led by Deputy Minister of Communication and Information Technologies Elmir Valizade attended the Microsoft-hosted Global Leaders Forum, which brought together over 300 representatives from 40 countries in German capital Berlin, the Ministry said. 
The forum participants discussed problems related to usage of information-communication technologies in Europe as well as heard reports on the topics e-government, e-health, e-education and other ones. 
Elmir Valizade met with Microsoft Vice President Jean-Philippe Courtois, and representatives of Microsoft office in USA, Germany, Russia, Egypt, Mongolia and Kazakhstan.

WB SOUTH CAUCASUS OFFICIAL VISITS AZERBAIJAN 

Christian Peterson, World Bank’s (WB) official on the South Caucasus region has been on a visit to Azerbaijan since February 5. The main goal of the visit is to discuss the perspectives of cooperation between the Azerbaijani government and the World Bank. 
Within the framework of the visit, to last till February 15, he will hold several meetings in some state bodies, including the Cabinet of Ministers, the Ministries of Finance and Economic Development. 
Four-year strategy on cooperation is being implemented between the Azerbaijani government and the Bank. The Bank’s senior official will get acquainted with the implementation of the strategy and exchange of views will be held on the perspectives of cooperation, macroeconomic stability and development trends in Azerbaijan. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MINISTER OF AZERBAIJAN MEETS EU DELEGATION

Minister of Economic Development of Azerbaijan Heydar Babayev met Thursday with high-level delegation of the Council of Europe 
The delegation included Director of Monitoring Department of the Council of Europe Christos Giakoumopoulos, president of Group on Combating Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing Vasil Kirov, General Secretary of MONEYVAL, Council of Europe, John Rigguth, and chairman of European Committee on Crime problems of the Council of Europe Branislav Bahacik. 
In meeting, exchanged were views on wide range of issues of mutual interest. 

3. Culture
GERMAN AMBASSADOR TO AZERBAIJAN PARTICIPATES IN OPENENG CEREMONY OF LUTHERAN CHURCH IN KHANLAR DISTRICT 

Per Christopher Stanchina, German Ambassador to Azerbaijan participated at the ceremony of opening of the Lutheran church in Khanlar region of Azerbaijan, which was built in 1854 and has been repaired recently. 
Addressing the event, Arif Seyidov, head of the Khanlar Executive Power expressed his gratitude to the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and German architectures for their assistance in repairing work of the church. 
In his turn, Mr. Per Christopher Stanchina expressed his gratitude to Khanlar residents for the their respect to the memory of Germans. 
The Ambassador stressed that he will further assist to repair the historical monuments of German located in the territory of Azerbaijan. 

AZERBAIJANI CONDUCTOR EYYUB GULIYEV TO PERFORM IN TRADITIONAL FESTIVAL OF SYMPHONIC MUSIC IN POLAND 

Young Azerbaijani conductor, laureate of international competitions Eyyub Yagubov will perform in the Traditional Festival of Symphonic Music devoted to the Austrian musician V. Mozart in Kielce, Poland. 
The festival will commence from February 28 to March 7. 
The festival participants will improvise compositions only by Mozart. 
Eyyub Guliyev will conduct Kielce Philharmonic Orchestra which is expected to perform Mozart’s 33rd and 34th symphonies.

4. Sport

AZERBAIJANI CHESS PLAYER TO ATTEND SUPER CHESS TOURNAMENT 

Azerbaijani grand master Teymur Rajabov will participate in the international chess tournament due to start in the Mexico on February 15, Azerbaijan Chess Federation said. 
First stage of tournament will be held in Morelia city of Mexico, next stage will be held in Linares city of Spain. 
The tournament brought together the world champion Viswanathan Anand, Vassily Ivanchuk, Veselin Topalov, Peter Leko and Magnus Karlsen. 

YOUNG AZERI KARATE FIGHTERS TO COMPETE IN WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Azerbaijan’s young karate fighters will compete in the world championship in Turin, Italy, from February 15 to 17, the country`s Karate Federation said. 
Azerbaijan`s squad will include 14 fighters. 
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