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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES VICE-PREMIER, FOREIGN MINISTER OF TURKMENISTAN RASHID MEREDOV AND ACCOMPANYING DELEGATION 

On March 5, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received at the Presidential Palace Vice-Premier, Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan Rashid Meredov and his delegation. 
Vice-Premier Meredov conveyed warm greetings from Turkmen leader Gurbangulu Berdymukhammedov to President Ilham Aliyev. “The President of Turkmenistan highly values relationships established between the two leaders, and regards them as a good basis to enhance in various fields the cooperation between Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan,” he said. 
Meredov pointed out that the Presidents’ meeting in St. Petersburg gave a powerful impetus to further development of relations between the two countries. 
President Ilham Aliyev expressed his satisfaction with developing relations with Turkmenistan. He stressed that various level meetings between the two countries` representatives, as well as activities of the Turkmenistan-Azerbaijan Intergovernmental Economic Cooperation Commission contribute to further development of bilateral relations. 
The Azerbaijani leader asked the visitors to convey his greetings to his Turkmen counterpart Gurbangulu Berdymukhammedov. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES US DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EUROPEAN AND EURASIAN AFFAIRS, OSCE MINSK GROUP CO-CHAIR MATTHEW BRYZA

Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev received Wednesday U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs, OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair Matthew Bryza. 
They discussed various issues, including Azerbaijan-USA relations, bilateral energy cooperation as well as current state of talks over Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES HEAD OF NATO PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 

On March 5, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received at the Presidential Palace Mr. Jose Lello, President of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. 
The President described Azerbaijan-NATO PA relations as successful and mutually beneficial. 
Mr. Lello pointed out that activity of Azerbaijan representative delegation to the NATO PA is very effective in terms of strengthening relations between the country and the organization. 
Confidence in further expansion of cooperation between Azerbaijan and NATO PA was also expressed during the conversation. 
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES ICG VICE-PRESIDENT 

President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan on 6 March at the President Palace received Mr. Nick Grono, Vice-President of the International Crisis Group (ICG). 

In meeting, discussed were the questions related to negotiations for settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan, Nagorno Karabakh conflict. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES VATICAN SECRETARY OF STATE, CARDINAL TARCISIO BERTONE 

President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan on 7 March at President Palace received the Vatican Secretary of State, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone. 
The President said he was pleased with the Cardinal’s visit to Azerbaijan. Welcoming the guest, he stated: “You have a good program and I am confident that today all the Catholics are happy and it is an important event. We shall open a Catholic Church in our capital. It is a landmark event setting ground for further talks related to our cooperation”. 
Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone expressed gratitude for cordial welcoming, noting the visit to Azerbaijan was very important for him. “We very much assess the fact that representatives of different faiths live in Azerbaijan in peaceful co-existence and tolerance. And we consider this tradition exemplary”, the Cardinal said, conveying greetings of the Pope of Rome to the President of Azerbaijan. 
President Aliyev thanked for warm greetings from the Pope of Rome and requested to convey his greetings to him, too. 

2. Economy & Energy

AZERBAIJAN, JORDAN DISCUSS COOPERATION ON OIL PRODUCTION 

Natig Aliyev, Minister of Industry and Energy of Azerbaijan on March 3 met with Farouq Al-Hiyari, Secretary General of the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and A.K.Alavin, National Oil Company Director General. 
The meeting discussed cooperation on oil production, as well as issues regarding selling crude oil of Azerbaijan to Jordan. 
Members of Jordan delegation were interested in Azerbaijan’s non-oil sector and expressed their readiness to realize joint projects in this sphere. 
The sides also discussed other issues of mutual interest.

AZERBAIJAN-CHINA BUSINESS FORUM TO BE HELD 

The Azerbaijan-China business forum will soon be held in Urumchi, China, Azerbaijan Export and Investment Promotion Foundation (AZPROMO) said. 
Entrepreneurs from both countries will attend the forum to discuss attraction of investments to Azerbaijan`s non-oil sector. 
AZPROMO said joint business forums will be held in 34 countries in Europe and Central Asia. 

NO PROBLEMS IN TURKISH SECTION OF BAKU-TBILISI-KARS RAILWAY

Chief of the Turkish Transport Ministry`s Port and Railway Department Ahmet Arslan told AzerTAg that there are no problems in the Turkish section of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan railway. 
Arslan said 14 construction companies had participated in the tender, saying the winner is to be announced shortly. 
The construction of the railway`s Turkish section will cost $250m. 
Construction is said to begin this year. 

3. Culture
“AZERBAIJANI CARTOON: YESTERDAY AND TODAY” EXHIBITION OPENS IN TURKEY

Exhibition titled “Azerbaijani cartoon: yesterday and today” opened in Istanbul with organizational support from the Istanbul Boyuksheher Municipality and Azerbaijan Cartoonists Union. 
The exhibition will last 25 days and will also be arranged in Bursa and other cities of Turkey. 
According to Yurdagun Goker, the project manager, it is also planned to hold a relevant conference in Turkey. 

4. Sport

AZERBAIJANI WRESTLERS SCOOP TWO MEDALS IN HUNGARY 

Members of Azerbaijani Greco-Roman wrestling national team won one bronze and one silver medal in the Golden Grand Prix wrestling tournament in Szombathely, Hungary. Beijing Olympic qualified champion Farid Mansurov (66 kg) of Azerbaijan, who won license to Beijing Summer Olympic Games, took the second and Natiq Bagirov(55kg), another Azerbaijani wrestler took the third place in the tournament. 

AZERI TAEKWONDO FIGHTERS TO COMPETE IN INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT

A team of 17 Azerbaijani taekwondo fighters will compete in international tournament in Hamburg. 
Men`s squad will include Zahid Mammadov (54 kg), Elnur Amanov (58 kg), Rovshan Mammadov (62 kg), Elvin Mammadov (54 kg), Rashad Ahmadov (78 kg), Tavakkul Bayramov (84 kg), Vugar Majidov and Ramin Aziziv (both over 84 kg), Faig Tanriverdiyev (51 kg), Imran Zalov (55 kg), Nijat Mikayilov (59 kg), Sabuhi Ismayilzade (68 kg), Mahammad Azizli (73 kg) and Aydin Bahmalov ( over78 kg). 
Nigar Hajiyeva (55 kg), Gulnar Jafarova (63 kg) and Yelena Abbasova (67 kg) will compete in the women`s section. 
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