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1. Official Chronicle
AZERBAIJAN PRESIDENT GIVES INTERVIEW TO CNN 

Davos, January 30 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev here at “Kongress” Hotel today gave an interview to the CNN TV Channel. 
Ilham Aliyev answered the questions related to the economic development in Azerbaijan, his thoughts on global financial crisis, development of non-oil sector in the country and its role in energy security. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS BP`S PRESIDENT 

Baku, January 30 (AzerTAc). President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan today met with the president of BP Mr. Tony Hayward at the Congress Hotel in Davos. 

Long-term fruitful and effective cooperation between Azerbaijan and BP, the works done in the energy field, as well as Azerbaijan`s role in energy safety and other issues were discussed. 

2. Economy & Energy
FORUM ON AZERBAIJAN-KOREA ICT COOPERATION HELD IN BAKU 

Baku, February 7 (AzerTAc). The Economic Development Ministry of Azerbaijan hosted here on Friday a forum on Azerbaijan-Korea SME cooperation in ICT field. 
The forum provided information about the business incubator created with the assistance of the Korean Ministry of Knowledge Economy, presented the advanced navigation technology and geographic information system, and discussed prospects for cooperation between Azerbaijan and Korea. 
Speakers noted ICT is the priority area for development of non-oil sector in Azerbaijan. Participants exchanged their ideas about creation of the high tech center to encourage SMEs to use Information and communication technologies. 
The forum was attended by representatives of the Ministries of Economic Development, Communication and Information Technologies, Transport, Education, State Committee for Land and Cartography, Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, ICT companies. Korea was represented by this country`s ambassador to Azerbaijan Lew Kwang-Chul, President of the Korea Polytechnic University Mr. Choi, Deputy Director of the Ministry of Knowledge Economy and others.

3. Culture

ISESCO DIRECTOR GENERAL TO ATTEND OPENING CEREMONY OF BAKU - CAPITAL OF ISLAMIC CULTURE 2009

Baku, January 5 (AzerTAc). A solemn ceremony on the occasion of declaration of Baku as the Capital of Islamic Culture in 2009 will be held here at Heydar Aliyev Palace On February 19. 
Mayors of several European and Islamic cities as well as ministers of culture have been invited to the ceremony. ISESCO Director General Dr Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri will also attend the event. 
The ceremony will also feature the launch of website of Baku - the Capital of Islamic Culture in 2009 and book “Old Baku”. 
Baku was announced the capital of Islamic Culture in 2009 during the fifth conference of ISESCO countries held in Tripoli, Libya on 21-23 November . 

4. Sport
AZERI KARATE FIGHTERS WIN 3 EUROPEAN BRONZES 

Baku, February 2 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani karate fighters have grabbed three bronze medals in the WKF European championship in Paris. 
The medals came from Tural Balchanli (U-15), Said Guliyev (U-15) and Mahammad Guliyev (U-20).

AZERBAIJANI WRESTLERS CLAIM 9 MEDALS IN FRANCE 

Baku, February 2 (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani Greco-Roman wrestlers have brought home a clutch of nine medals, including three golds from an international tournament in France. 
Golds came from Elchin Aliyev (55 kg), Rafig Huseynov (74 kg) and Shalva Gadabadze (96 kg).
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