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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS HIS GEORGIAN COUNTERPART IN BUCHAREST

Visiting Romania to take part at the NATO Summit in Bucharest, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev today at his residence in the “Hilton Hotel” met with the President of Georgia Mikhail Saakashvili, April 2. 
In meeting, the conversation revolved around successful development of bilateral relations in political, economic and other fields between the two countries. The Presidents expressed pleasure with the existent level of ties in the framework of regional cooperation. 
The Heads of State noted future potential of bilateral relations between their countries.

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS LATVIAN COUNTERPART IN BUCHAREST 

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev met on Thursday Latvian leader Valdis Zatlers in Bucharest. 
Both presidents stressed bilateral relations between the two counties are developing in various fields, including political and economic. 
They said Azerbaijan and Latvia are successfully cooperating within international organizations. 
The two leaders also emphasized their country`s cooperation in energy security and in integrating into Euroatlantic structures.

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV PARTICIPATES IN JOINT SESSION ON AFGHANISTAN WITHIN NATO SUMMIT 

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev attended in Bucharest a joint session on Afghanistan with participation of NATO Heads of State and Government and non-NATO nations contributing troops to the International Security Assistance Force. 
The session was joined by Afghan President Hamid Karzai, Secretary-General of the UN Ban Ki-Moon, and President of the European Commission Manuel Barroso, as well as representatives of the Japan government and the World Bank. 
The event was opened by Secretary General of NATO Jaap de Hoop Scheffer who spoke of Afghanistan’s development over the past seven years, including strengthening security, and large-scale reconstruction work in the country. 
The NATO chief said the international community will continue efforts towards ensuring a bright future for Afghanistan. 
President Ilham Aliyev spoke to the event covering active involvement of Azerbaijan`s peacekeepers in international anti-terror war and the country`s contribution to ensuring peace and security in Afghanistan. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS WITH HEADS OF SEVERAL STATES DURING NATO SUMMIT IN BUCHAREST

On the sidelines of the NATO Summit in Bucharest, Romania, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev met with Presidents George W. Bush of the United States, Vladimir Putin of the Russian Federation, Abdullah Gul of Turkey, NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer 
The sides exchanged views on bilateral relations and other issues of mutual interest. 

2. Economy & Energy

TRANSPORT MINISTER MEETS KOREAN DELEGATION 

Azerbaijani Minister of Transport Ziya Mammadov met Wednesday with Korean delegation led by Vice Minister of Knowledge Economy Lee Jae-Hoon. 
The delegation includes representatives from Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Agrarian, Transport and Sea, as well as Companies of Daewoo and Kolong. 
Mr. Mammadov spoke of Korea-Azerbaijan relationships and cooperation on transport. 
They discussed various issues, including applying of Knowledge Management System in Baku, construction of Baku International Sea Trade Port and Guba-Shamakhy high-way, production of Daewoo buses in Mingachevir city of Azerbaijan

AZERBAIJANI DELEGATION ATTENDS INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CONFERENCE IN ANKARA 

Azerbaijani delegation including economic development minister Heydar Babayev, Chairman of the National Bank`s Board of Directors Elman Rustamov and official of the Cabinet Shahin Sadigov attended a two-day international economic conference held at the Bilkent University in Ankara, Turkey. 
Elman Rustamov spoke to the event covering banking and financial reforms in Azerbaijan. 
A celebrative event to mark the 93rd anniversary of Professor Ihsan Dogramaci, who is considered great friend of Azerbaijan, was also organized as part of the conference. 
During the event, Azerbaijan`s Ambassador to Turkey Zakir Hashimov read out President Ilham Aliyev`s congratulatory letter to Dogramaci.

AZERI MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND ENERGY MEETS EU DELEGATION 

Azerbaijan`s Minister of Industry and Energy Natig Aliyev met Thursday with delegation of the European Commission comprising Project Manager for Azerbaijan Kaido Sirel, Manager for Planning and Programming Angelo Borgoni, International Aid Manager Pierro Borgoltz and Executive Director of the EU Coordinating Bureau for international aid in Azerbaijan Rufat Mammadov. 
The meeting discussed Azerbaijan-European Union cooperation within a bilateral memorandum on energy cooperation. 
The European Commission delegates stressed the EU will allocate $3 million to the Azerbaijani government to help the country bring its energy legislation in line with world standards.

3. Culture
AZERBAIJANI MUSICIANS PERFORM IN PARIS

Azerbaijani musicians gave a big gala concert at the Champs Elyees Theatre, Paris, on Wednesday. 
The concert was organized under the aegis of President of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, Goodwill Ambassador of UNESCO and ISESCO, MP, Mehriban Aliyeva. 
The concert featured performances by pianist Yegana Akhundova, singer Aygun Gurbanova, mugham master Alim Gasimov and his daughter Fargana, and the State Dance Ensemble. 
The concert brought together representatives of international organizations and Azerbaijan’s diaspora, heads of diplomatic corps and members of local public. 
Azeri Deputy Prime Minister Elchin Efendiyev and the country`s Ambassador to France Tarik Aliyev were also among the attendants at the concert. 
4. Sport

BAKU TO HOST EGYPTIAN CULTURE DAYS

Baku will host the Days of Egyptian Culture from April 19 to 23, the Baku-based Egyptian culture center said. 
The event will be held by the Egyptian embassy in collaboration with Azerbaijan`s ministry of culture and tourism. 
The Days will feature exhibitions of plastic art, and concerts of Egyptian musicians, including Tanura dance band. 
Last November, Egypt hosted the Days of Azerbaijani Culture.
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