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Weekly News-Letter 
1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES WHO DIRECTOR-GENERAL MARGARET CHAN 

Azerbaijan`s President Ilham Aliyev received Thursday Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO) Margaret Chan and her accompanying delegation. 
Margaret Chan said she is pleased to be in Azerbaijan again, and stressed this is her first visit to the country as WHO chief. 
President Ilham Aliyev congratulated Margaret Chan on her appointment as Director-General of the World Health Organization. 
The President expressed confidence Azerbaijan-WHO cooperation will be further enhanced. 
The Azerbaijani leader said: “From your visit to Azerbaijan, which will last for a couple of days, you certainly know that we have quite a lot of plans to improve our whole health system, to modernize and equip it with most modern equipment, as well as to build new hospitals. And we have already done a good work in this direction, but we still have greater plans ahead”. 
Margaret Chan thanked President Ilham Aliyev for backing her candidacy during elections to the post of WHO 
2. Economy & Energy

AZERBAIJANI DELEGATION ENDS WORKING TRIP TO ESTONIA AND LATVIA 

Azerbaijani delegation led by Economic Development Minister Heydar Babayev ended a four day-trip (January 21-24) to Estonia and Latvia. 
The delegation included representatives of Ministry for Economic Development, Azerbaijan Export & Investment Promotion Foundation, Azerbaijan Investment Company and 10 other companies. 
During the trip to Estonia, Minister Babayev met with some officials of this country, including Prime Minister Andrus Ansip, parliament’s vice-speaker Jüri Ratas, Foreign Minister Urmas Paet, Minister for Economy Yohan Pats and others. 
Mr. Babayev discussed prospects of ties and cooperation between the two countries. 
As noted Estonia and Azerbaijan have real potential for further development of cooperation. 
Within the trip, Mr. Babayev met with heads of Azerbaijani-Estonian joint venture Caspian Group, ship-building company BLRT Group and investment bank Baltic to exchange views on investment into Azerbaijan’s economy, joint efforts for cooperation and etc. 
On January 23, Azerbaijan-Estonia Business Forum was held in Tallinn. 
Various companies dealing with agriculture, industry, banking and other areas represented Azerbaijan at the forum. 
About 40 Estonian businessmen, as well as Minister of Economy Yohan Patsin and President of Commerce and Industry Chamber Toomas Luman attended the event. 
On January 24, Minister Babayev met in Riga with Latvian Minister of Economy Kaspars Gerhards to discuss ways of boosting current economic relations between the two countries. 

EBRD DIRECTOR FOR CAUCASUS MEETS DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRANSPORT

Visiting Azerbaijan the delegation of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) led by Michael Davey, EBRD Director for Caucasus, Moldova and Belarus met with Musa Panahov, Deputy Minister of Transport to discuss prospects of cooperation. 
Mr. Panahov briefed the EBRD representative on the reforms carried out in the country to improve the transport infrastructure, saying the cooperation between Azerbaijan and EBRD is useful for the two sides. 
Mr. Davey stated that cooperation should be continued to realize various projects. 

ASK REPS TO ATTEND ILO`S SEMINAR IN TURIN
Two officers of the National Confederation of Entrepreneurs` (Employers) Organizations (ASK) will participate in the International Labour Organization`s seminar “Promoting Social Dialogue” slated for February-March in Turin, Italy. 
The seminar aims to build a social dialogue among employers, trade unions and government structures and expand cooperation among social partners. 
Seminar participants will learn about international trends of social dialogue, different types of social dialogue etc.
AZERI TRANSPORT MINISTRY OFFICIAL ATTENDS OSCE FORUM IN VIENNA

Head of security and emergency situations department at Azerbaijan’s Transport Ministry Kazim Sharifov attended the OSCE forum entitled “Maritime and inland waterways co-operation in the OSCE area: Increasing security and protecting the environment” held in Vienna, Austria on January 28-29, the Ministry said. 
Sharifov addressed the event on what Azerbaijan has done to boost regional and interregional ecological security. 
The second Preparatory Conference to the Forum will be held in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan from 6 to 7 March 2008. 

Culture
 “AZERBAIJAN WILL ENRICH EUROVISION SONG CONTEST 2008”, BJORN ERICHSEN 
Bjorn Erichsen, General Director of Eurovision, who came to Azerbaijan to participate at the final stage of the selection tour of “Eurovision Song Contest 2008”, voiced this opinion during his meeting with Ismayil Omarov, Director General of the Public Television and Radio Broadcasting Company. He said that they plan to expand and develop bilateral co-op with Public TV. He said that Public TV brought “Eurovision tradition” to Azerbaijan and Azerbaijan will enrich the Eurovision Song Contest 2008. 
Ismayil Omarov, in his turn, said Azerbaijan is seriously preparing to the Contest. He also noted that TRT-1, TRT-int TV channels of Turkey, public televisions of Georgia, Latvia, Lithuania, Bosnia and Herzegovina will broadcast the final stage of the selection tour lively. 

ELNUR HUSEYNOV TO REPRESENT AZERBAIJAN IN EUROVISION

Singer Elnur Huseynov will represent Azerbaijan in the “Eurovision Song Contest 2008” in Belgrade in May. 
Huseynov was announced the winner today by a 13-man jury after a three-hour national selection concert where he competed against Aynur Isgandarli and Unformal band. 

LOUVRE MUSEUM TO ARRANGE CONCERT IN GARA GARAYEV’S MEMORY
Azerbaijani delegation led by Deputy Minister of Culture and Tourism Sevda Mammadaliyeva attended Thursday the meeting of the Council of Europe Steering Committee for Culture. 
Proposal of Azerbaijani side to conduct the European Culture Ministers Conference in Baku, on October 1-2 was discussed at the event. 
During the visit, Mrs. Mammadaliyeva met with director of Louvre museum Henri Loyrette. The sides agreed to hold exhibitions in both countries and organize concert to Azerbaijani great composer Gara Garayev in Louvre’s Auditorium saloon. 
FORUM FOR SILK ROAD TOUR OPERATORS OF ISLAMIC COUNTRIES

A Forum for Silk Road Tour Operators of Islamic countries organized by the Tourism Ministry of Azerbaijan will be held in Sheki, April 14-15 within the framework of Azerbaijan`s chairmanship in the Islamic Conference of Tourism Ministers. 
The aim of the event is to research and discuss major aspects of promoting regional business cooperation and development, advancing worldwide image and historical and cultural value of Silk Way, as well as seek an effective way to further impel the establishment and development of business partnerships among OIC Member States using the tourism potential and cultural value of the Silk Road. 

3. Sport

AZERBAIJAN TO BE REPRESENTED BY SEVEN TRACK AND FIELD ATHLETES AT BEIJING SUMMER PARALYMPICS

The Organizing Committee of the Beijing Summer Paralympic Games sent to the Azerbaijan National Paralympic Committee a notification on awarding seven licenses in track and field athletics. 
The athletes who are set to participate in the paralympic games will be named on March 31. Thus, Azerbaijani paralympians obtained 14 licenses in two kinds of sports (judo and track and field athletics). 
The equestrian, archery and powerlifting athletes who qualified for the Paralympics will be named within the next few days. 
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