Azərbaycan Respublikasının 

[image: image1.png]


            Ambasciata della Repubblica

Italiya, San Marino və Maltadakı Səfirliyi         dell’Azerbaigian in Italia, San Marino e Malta
Viale Regina Margherita 1, 2° piano, Roma 00198, Italia; Tel.: (39)  06 85305557; Fax: (39) 06 85831448
E-mail: rome@mission.mfa.gov.az; Web site: http://www.azembassy.it
02 March,  2008
Weekly News-Letter 

1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENTS ILHAM ALIYEV AND LECH KACZYNSKI MEET IN PRIVATE

Presidents Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan and Lech Kaczynski of Poland met one-on-one at the Presidential Palace in Warsaw on Tuesday. 
The two leaders said relations between Azerbaijan and Poland are successfully developing in political, economic and humanitarian fields. Both stressed the importance of the Azerbaijani leader`s current visit. The presidents also exchanged views on bilateral and regional issues. 
Following the meeting, Presidents Ilham Aliyev and Lech Kaczynski signed a joint declaration. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV RECEIVES US COORDINATOR FOR EURASIAN ENERGY DIPLOMACY STEVEN MANN

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received Saturday US Coordinator for Eurasian Energy Diplomacy Steven Mann. 
They exchanged views on bilateral relations between the two countries as well as on economic and energy cooperation. 
2. Economy & Energy

KAZAKH MINISTRY OF ENERGY & MINERAL RESOURCES AND “KAZMUNAYGAS” SIGN CONTRACT ON OIL FIELD EXPLORATION

Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources of Kazakhstan and “Kazmunaygas” JSC today have signed contract on exploration of the oil field in the Caspian north part Zhambyl. 
Zhambyl’s oil reserves are about 120-130m tons. It is located at a depth of 4-9 meters, 180 km from Aktau port, said Minister Suat Minbayev during the press-conference. 
Minister underlined that share of “KazMunayTeniz” and the Korean National Oil Corporation in the field is 73% and 27% respectively. 
The planned investments for explorations are US $ 41m, said head of “Kazmunaygaz” Uzakbay Karabalin. 
AZERBAIJAN IS THE VERY RAPIDLY DEVELOPING COUNTRY IN THE REGION, EBRD 

An event related to the report of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) for 2007 transition period took place in Hyatt Regency Hotel, on Tuesday. 
Rufat Mahmudov, head of the foreign trade and economic relations department of Azerbaijani Foreign Affairs Ministry informed about success in socio-economic area of the country in 2007. “Azerbaijan leads the world in GDP growth rates. Currency reserves exceeded US $ 7bn. A business-milieu to attract the foreign investments in the country has been considerably improved”, said Mr. Mahmudov. He told of the work done to join Azerbaijan to the World Trade Organization (WTO) as well as relations with the international financial institutions. 
EBRD chief economist Eric Berglof underlined that according to the report, Azerbaijan is the very rapidly developing country in the region. Mr. Berglof informed about results of the questionnaire held among the respondents of the transition countries. 
After, a press conference held. 
3. Culture
GERMANY AND AZERBAIJAN EXPANDING CULTURAL TIES

Development of cultural ties between Azerbaijan and Germany is boosting expansion of friendship of the two nations, German ambassador to Azerbaijan Per Cristopher Stanchina said. 
Pointing to the repairing work of the German church in Khanlar Province of Azerbaijan, the Ambassador noted that the photo exhibition entitled “German World Heritage” will be opened in June in the church. 
A number of events, including the “European Political Films” Festival to be held May in the Azerbaijan Cinema, the awarding ceremony of the “German Heritage in Azerbaijan” photo competition to be held May 30-June 15 in “Kapelhouse”, as well as the photo exhibition entitled “Modern Buildings in Berlin” to be held November in the State Art Academy, “International Children Book” Fair to be held December in Sheki Province of Azerbaijan and other events will be held with the organizational support of the Embassy.
AZERBAIJANI COOKS WIN MEDALS IN INTERNATIONAL CHAMP

International Culinary Championship was held in Malta, February 22-25. Azerbaijani cooks headed by Aynur Amiraslanova won three silver and two bronze medals in the championship, the National Cookery Center said. A team of 8 Azerbaijani cooks attended the competition with the support of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.
4. Sport

AZERBAIJANI BOXERS TAKE PART AT ITALIAN TOURNAMENT

The European Olympic Qualifying Tournament started on February 25, in Pescara, Italy. Azeri boxers Ceyhun Abiyev (48kg), Ali Aliyev (54kg), Shahin Imranov (57kg), Ramal Amanov (60 kg), Emil Maharramov (64kg), Aslan Bayramov (69kg), Rahib Baylarov (75kg), Elnur Qadirov (81kg), Elchin Alizade (91kg) and David Arzhba (over 91kg) represent Azerbaijan. 
Among the Azerbaijani boxers only Samir Mammadov (51kg) won license for Bejing-2008 Summer Olympic Games.
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