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1. Official Chronicle
PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS BULGARIAN PRIME MINISTER IN HUNGARY

Budapest, 26 January (AzerTAc). As part of his visit to Budapest, President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev met with Bulgarian Prime Minister Sergei Stanishev. 
The talks focused on energy cooperation and developing multi-faceted bilateral relationship even more. 
They noted that relations between the two countries were developing successfully in all spheres. 
According to the Bulgarian Premier, Budapest`s hosting a summit on the Nabucco project will have great importance in terms of taking concrete steps. 
President Ilham Aliyev said relations between Azerbaijan and Hungary were developing dynamically. 
He underlined that “now the energy factor is one of the priorities on agenda and it will continue to be. Because, energy security is one of urgent issues for every country. So, organizing a summit on the Nabucco project will contribute to expanding cooperation.

PRESIDENT OF AZERBAIJAN MEETS CZECH PRIME MINISTER MIREK TOPOLANEK

Baku, 26 January (AzerTAc). President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan today met with the Czech Prime Minister Mirek Topolanek in Budapest. 
The Prime Minister expressed readiness to promote expansion of close cooperation between Azerbaijan and the European Union and contribute to integration of Azerbaijan to the European structures during the presidency of his country at EU. He expressed confidence for further development of cooperation with Azerbaijan in various fields. Touching upon the significance of the Nabucco project, Mirek Topolanek estimated Azerbaijan as very important country which plays notable role in energy safety of Europe. 
President Ilham Aliyev expressed hope that THE Czech Republic during its presidency at the EU, will serve expansion of the cooperation between Azerbaijan and his country, as well as EU.

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS HUNGARIAN PREMIER IN BUDAPEST

Budapest, 26 January (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev met with the Prime Minister of Hungary Ferenc Gyurcsany in Budapest. 
They said political, economic and humanitarian relations between Azerbaijan and Hungary were developing successfully. 
Parties stressed importance of the Nabucco summit, the role of Azerbaijan in Europe`s energy security system. 
They also expressed confidence that relations between the two countries would continue to develop, and that these relations are important from the point of view of expansion of cooperation between Azerbaijan and EU. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV GIVES INTERVIEW TO BLOOMBERG TV

Budapest, 26 January (AzerTAc). Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev was interviewed by the Bloomberg News TV at his temporary residence in InterContinental Hotel in Budapest. 
The Head of State responded to a wide range of questions, including those related to Azerbaijan`s position on the Nabucco project, the current state and perspectives of the country`s oil and gas industry, operation of pipelines, diversification of energy routes and Azerbaijan`s role in ensuring the energy security of Europe

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS CHAIRMAN OF POLAND`S COUNCIL OF MINISTERS IN DAVOS 

Davos, 28 January (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has met in Davos with Chairman of the Council of Ministers of Poland Donald Tusk. 
The sides stressed that relations between Azerbaijan and Poland were successfully developing in political, economic and other spheres. 
They praised the level of bilateral economic cooperation. 
They also exchanged views on energy cooperation within the Nabucco project. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS TURKISH PRIME MINISTER IN DAVOS

Davos, 28 January (AzerTAc).President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has met in Davos with Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 
They praised successful development of fraternal relations between Azerbaijan and Turkey. The sides underlined the two countries` economic development serves increasing their peoples` welfare. They noted the bilateral relationship between the two countries also contributes to regional cooperation. 
The sides stressed the importance of reciprocal visits by the two countries` high-level officials in terms of strengthening and expanding bilateral cooperation. 
They also expressed confidence that mutual relations would continue to develop. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS ALBANIAN PREMIER SALI BERISHA

Davos, January 29 (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev today met Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha in the Congress hotel, Davos. 
The sides said bilateral relations are developing in various spheres. According to them, there are good potential for economic cooperation between the two countries. They found the need to study economic opportunities between the two nations. 

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS ISRAELI COUNTERPART SHIMON PERES

Davos, 30 January (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev met here with President of Israel Shimon Peres. 
The Presidents exchanged views on bilateral relations between the two countries, including economic cooperation.

PRESIDENT ILHAM ALIYEV MEETS LATVIAN COUNTERPART VALDIS ZATLERS

Davos, 30 January (AzerTAc). President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev has met with his Latvian counterpart Valdis Zatlers. The two leaders expressed satisfaction with expansion of bilateral relations in political, economic and other areas. 
They noted bilateral relationship also contributes to cooperation between Azerbaijan and the European Union. The sides underlined that meetings between the two countries` top officials contribute to strengthening bilateral relations as well. 
They also expressed confidence that Azerbaijan-Latvia relations would continue to develop. 
The Presidents also discussed other issues of mutual interest. 
2. Economy & Energy
GEORGI PARVANOV: BULGARIAN GOVERNMENT HAS SIGNED PRINCIPLE GAS AGREEMENTS WITH AZERBAIJAN, EGYPT AND TURKMENISTAN IN 2008

Baku, January 30 (AzerTAc). “Bulgarian government has signed last year principle gas agreements with Azerbaijan, Egypt and Turkmenistan. These states can provide Bulgaria with 4 billion cubic meters of gas”, visiting Japan Bulgarian President Georgi Parvanov was quoted as saying in an interview to the country`s business newspaper Nikkei. 
He added Bulgaria is intended to expand transportation of energy resources. 
Touching upon the Nabucco project, the Bulgarian President stressed “in this project Bulgaria will play a role of transit country. But we would like to be ready for suspensions occurred recently in gas transportation and will try to expand importing energy resources”. 
3. Culture

FILM BY AZERBAIJANI MOVIEMAKERS NOMINATED FOR OSCAR 

Baku, 24 January (AzerTAc). A record 67 countries including Azerbaijan have submitted films for consideration in the Foreign Language Film category for the 81st Academy Awards (Oscar). Azerbaijan has submitted the film “Gala” (“Fortress”) by Shamil Najafzade, produced by “Azerbaijanfilm” Studio in partnership with the United Multimedia Profile Company. 
The film starring Rasim Balayev and Firangiz Mutallibova is based on a screenplay by Azerbaijani poet Ramiz Rovshan. 
The list of 67 submissions will be pruned to 9 "finalists". Oscar nominations were announced in all categories January 22, 2009. 

4. Sport
AZERI SPORTSMAN WIN BRONZE MEDAL IN WORLD CAPOEIRA CHAMPIONSHIP 

Baku, 26 January (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani sportsman Elmar Bayramov took bronze medal in the world capoeira championship in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, passed on January 15-25. 

AZERI WRESTLER CLAIMS BRONZE IN INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT 

Baku, 28 January (AzerTAc). Azerbaijani Greco-roman wrestler Sakit Jalilov has grabbed bronze medal in an international tournament in Istanbul. 
Along with Azerbaijan, the tournament brought together wrestlers from Turkey, US, Germany, Finland, Hungary, Greece, Tunisia, Belarus, Iran, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Georgia. 
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